Evangelism Theme Passage: Matthew 28:18-20
        And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age. 

Sermon Scripture Verses from: John 4: 3-42
        Jesus left Judea and started back to Galilee. But he had to go through Samaria. Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 

        A Samaritan woman came to draw water and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” (Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” The woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but those who drink of the water that I give them will never be thirsty. The water that I give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 
        Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband. What you have said it true.” The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that the Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.” 
        Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a woman. Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” They left the city and were on their way to him.

        Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them; and he stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his word. They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.” 

        One Sunday morning, the pastor noticed little Alex was staring up at the large plaque that hung in the foyer of the church. It was covered with names, and small American flags were mounted on either side of it. The seven year old had been staring at the plaque for some time, so the pastor walked up, stood beside the little boy, and said quietly, “Good morning, Alex." 

        "Good morning, Pastor," replied the young man, still focused on the plaque. "Pastor, what is this?" "Well, son, it's a memorial to all the young men and women who died in the service." 

        Soberly, they stood together, staring at the large plaque. Little Alex's voice was barely audible when he asked, "Which service, the 9:45 or the 11:00?" 
         Sadly, there are people who think that going to church is a fate worse than death! And that’s why we need to show them something different. That’s why we need to be the church. Our first scripture tells us what our mission as the church is. Jesus sends us out to the people of the world to make disciples and to baptize. And Jesus promises that he will be with us always; we’ll never be alone. 
        Our next scripture is a long one. There are many lessons we can learn from this scripture, but I chose it for what it teaches about evangelism. Here we see Jesus as he witnesses to a Samaritan woman, and who better to emulate than Jesus? Not only do we hear Jesus witness, but we see the first evangelist (other than Jesus) in action—the Samaritan woman herself. 

          What can we learn from Jesus’ meeting with the Samaritan woman that will help us to share our faith? First, notice that Jesus is not witnessing to this woman at church. He reaches out to her in the normal activities of daily life, as she‘s drawing water from a well. Most of the time, when Jesus called someone to follow him, they were going about their daily lives. He called Peter and Andrew and James and John while they were on the job, fishing. He called Levi, later known as Matthew, as he worked in the tax booth.  Most of us meet people as we go about the normal activities of life: as we take our kids to school, as we are in the supermarket, or the salon, as we work in the nursing home or the office.  

        Notice too, that Jesus witnesses to someone others might avoid. Twice each day, morning and evening, women came to draw water for their households. This woman came to the well at noon, probably to avoid the other women because of her reputation. But, God so loved the world—and that means all the people of the world. Jesus called fishermen like John and Peter. He called women with bad reputations. He called the sick, the lepers, and the blind. He reached out to wealthy men like Zacchaeus, and to prominent men like Nicodemus. Jesus is no respecter of persons. He loves us one and all. 
        Notice that Jesus doesn’t start right off telling her she is a sinner. He doesn’t tell her she’s headed for hell. He asks her to give him a drink. He treats her with respect. If we want to win others to Christ, we have to reach out to them, not with judgment or condemnation, but with respect and love. Jesus shocks the woman by telling her that he knows all about her life; he knows about the five husbands and he knows that she’s not married to the man she is living with now. But he doesn’t reject or condemn her. He tells her she needs living water—he helps her realize she’s thirsty for God. 
       There’s a story about a young salesman who was disappointed because he lost a big sale. As he told the sales manager what had taken place, he lamented, “I guess it just proves you can lead a horse to water but you can’t make him drink.” The manager replied, “Son, take my advice: your job is not to make him drink. Your job is to make him thirsty.” 
        So it is with evangelism. Our lives should be so filled with the love of Christ, that we will make people thirst for him. Jesus helped the woman recognize her thirst and long for living water. At first she thought it would just make her life easier, but when she drank of it, she gained life, and purpose, and peace.

        Something interesting to think about: When a person gives his life to Christ, the things that used to matter the most, don’t matter so much anymore. When the woman came to faith in Jesus she left her water jar behind! Peter and Andrew and James and John left their boats and their fish. Matthew left the tax booth and Zacchaeus gave away half of his possessions. Joseph of Arimathea gave Jesus his tomb! Has following Christ changed what matters to you? 
      We don’t know the name of this woman, but she is an example to us all. She comes to believe that Jesus is who he says he is and her first thought is to go and tell others. The same woman who went to the well at noon in order to avoid people now returns to the city to spread the good news! We are told that many Samaritans from that city believed in Jesus because of this woman’s testimony. Then the Samaritans came to Jesus and heard for themselves and believed he was the Savior of the world. 
         Jesus calls us to be his witnesses, his hands and feet and arms and voice in this world. Jesus shows his love for people. He cares about their welfare. And he cares about their souls. Some of you may have grown up in churches that taught the importance of saving souls, which is good. But if we don’t love people enough to care about providing for their needs, they won’t listen when we talk about their souls. Some of you may have come from churches that cared about the poor but didn’t talk about salvation. We don’t truly love anyone if we don’t have concern for their souls. Just as a bird needs two wings to fly, we need both things to be effective witnesses. 
        I think Count Zinzendorf was right when he said that the three guiding principles of being like Christ in this world are: 1. Be kind to all people. 2. Seek their welfare in this world. 3. Win them to Christ. 

        Remember our first scripture: “Go, preach the good news that Jesus has come to save sinners.” So, where do we start? Well, first, of course, we must be believers ourselves! Have you heard Jesus knocking on the door of your heart? Have you opened the door and asked him to come in? We can’t share with others what we don’t have ourselves! Is Jesus your Savior, the one you trust in for your salvation? Is Jesus your Lord, the one you follow and obey? If you’re not sure, you can be. Ask Jesus to be your Savior; give him your life.
        If Jesus is your Savior and your Lord, what difference has it made in your life? Do you experience peace and joy? Has Jesus given you Morning Star as your special church family? Are you experiencing a new sense of purpose and calling? Then tell those you care about! They need Jesus too! 
        It has been said that evangelism is one beggar sharing with other beggars where to find bread. In the case of the woman at the well, it was Jesus, tired and thirsty, who was sharing the living water with a sinner thirsty for love.  

         We can share the good news by bringing our friends and family to church. But if people are going to be willing to come to church with us, we must first venture out and draw close in love to those we want to communicate with. We must reach out to people right where they live and lead them to the Source of living water.  
        We at Morning Star must remember that a fire will go out unless it continues to spread. Let’s share what we’ve found. Bring others here! We are not meant to keep the good news of Jesus Christ to ourselves! We’ve got to pass it around. 
          Michael Card tells a story about a person known for sharing the good news with his friends. His name is Joseph the Masai. He’s a tall, slender man, like most Masai and he is also a warrior. His face bears the ritual scars every young man receives after killing his first lion with only a spear and a shield. But that’s not what makes Joseph special. 

        The story begins when Joseph, walking along the hot dusty African roads, met someone who shared the good news of Jesus Christ. Then and there he accepted Jesus as his Savior and Lord, and committed his life to Christ. The power of the Holy Spirit began transforming his life and he was so filled with joy and excitement that the first thing he wanted to do was return to his own village and share the good news with the members of his local tribe. 

          Joseph returned home and began telling everyone about Jesus, expecting to see their faces light up the way his had. To his amazement, the men of his village seized him, holding him to the ground while the women began to beat him with strands of barbed wire. He was dragged from the village and left to die. 

        Somehow Joseph managed to crawl to a water hole and after two days of passing in and out of consciousness, he found the strength to get up. He decided the people behaved the way they did because he must have left something out or told the story of Jesus wrong. After rehearsing the message he had first heard, he went back to the village to share the message once more. 

        Joseph limped back into the circle of huts and began again, “He died for you, so that you might find forgiveness and come to know the living God,” he pleaded. Once again he was beaten and left for dead. 

        To have survived these beatings was truly a miracle. Again, days later, Joseph woke, bruised and scarred in the wilderness, yet determined to go back. 

        For the third time he returned to his village. This time they were waiting for him. They attacked him before he even opened his mouth. As they beat him again he spoke of Jesus Christ, the Lord, who had power to forgive sin and give them new life. The last thing he remembered, before he passed out, was seeing the women who were beating him begin to weep. 

        This time he awoke in his own bed, not in the wilderness. The very ones who had beaten him so severely were now trying their best to save his life. The entire village had come to Christ.  

        That’s love, isn’t it? It’s not always easy. But, when we share our faith with others, the Holy Spirit will transform people’s lives. Jesus didn’t die just to save us from hell and to get us to heaven. Jesus died and rose again so that we might become his people, so that he might live his life through us. When we experience and share true life in Christ, the rivers of living water will flow. As Galatians 2:20 says in the Message, “Christ lives in me. The life you see me living is not mine, but it is lived by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave his life for me.” Amen.
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