Pre:

If you eat at fast food restaurants, you are familiar with the concept of “supersizing” your food or drink order.  

In the book that I am using as background for this series, Michael Slaughter suggests that we consider “God-sizing” our dreams and visions.  In other words, don’t think small when it comes to your spiritual life.  Don’t let your limitations and inhibitions determine the ministry that you do.  Let God give you dreams and visions, and then follow that dream.  

Listen to this familiar passage-which reminds us of what can happen when people “God-size” their visions and dreams.  

Beyond Virtual Christianity:  God-Sizing Your Dreams and Visions

Hebrews 11:1-12:2


I enjoy reading stories about innovators who come up with an idea that changes how we do things.  So, I got a kick out of reading about Drew and Myra Goodman, who changed the way the world looks at salad.  Drew and Myra both grew up in New York, city kids through and through.  The fell in love in college, and then after they graduated they decided that they wanted to “work with their hands” for a year before going to graduate school.  Well, they never made it to graduate school.  They found a small farm south of San Francisco and “negotiated free rent in exchange for fixing up the place and farming the two and a half acres.  There was just one problem—they didn’t know farming from field hockey.”  But they learned.  They grew raspberries, herbs, and then all kinds of organic lettuce.  They worked so hard during the week that they didn’t have much time for cooking.  On Sundays they would wash and bag up several baggies of lettuce so that they could have instant salad with their weekday dinners.  Suddenly in 1986 they lost their biggest lettuce customer.  And they were faced with what to do with a bumper crop of baby lettuce.  “They looked at their nightly bag of salad mix, and a lightbulb went on.”  They took a bunch of bagged lettuce to their local supermarket, and changed the way America eats salad.  They thought it was a short-term solution to their small problem.  But it led to a dramatic change in the produce section of grocery stores throughout the country.  And led them to a business that last year sold close to two hundred million dollars’ worth of produce.  (Bon Appetit, June, 2002)


What’s fun about a story like this is that, growing up in New York City, Drew and Myra would never have guessed that this is where they would end up.  Nor would they have guessed the impact that one decision would make on other people.  And that’s where this story connects with our theme today.  


Spiritually speaking, most people I know are kind of like Drew and Myra.  They see themselves as outsiders—they don’t have a clue how to become farmers in God’s garden.  They don’t know ministry from field hockey.  Yet when they dare to give God a chance, they find that the spiritual life is full of wonderful possibilities.  Great things happen to them, simply  because they are open and willing to see what God can do through them.


Mother Teresa was a great example of this.  People who knew her as a young person, and even as a young nun, describe her as “average.”  There was nothing special about her, nothing remarkable that would have set her apart from others.  Yet when she died, the whole world mourned.  Her funeral was attended by heads of state, movie stars, religious leaders, as well as poorest of the poor.  Three months before she died, she received the Nobel Peace Prize.  What happened that turned this average young woman into this powerhouse of faith?  Well, she let God give her a dream.  She dared to believe God’s promise.  She was obedient to that promise.  That’s it!  


Mother Teresa was like Moses and Noah, Abraham and Sarah, and the others listed in our passage for today.  None of them would have described themselves as spiritual giants.  None of them set out to change the world.  They simply heard God’s voice and obeyed.  


A couple of weeks ago, I talked about how easy it is to limit God.  To define God on the basis of our own limited experience instead of letting God define who God is.  A similar thing is very true when we consider our own spiritual potential.  We look at our own lives, our character flaws, our physical and mental limitations, our fears and phobias.  Our past history.  And we limit the possibilities of what God can do with us in the future.  


I’m too old, we say.  It’s too late.  Tell that to Abraham and Sarah, who had baby Isaac at ages 100 and 90. 


I’m too young, we say.  It’s too soon.  Tell that to David and Samuel, who heard God’s call as young boys.  


I’ve made stupid mistakes, we say.  Tell that to Jephthah, and Moses, and David, and Abraham and Sarah, who all had serious character flaws.  


I’ve done bad things, we say.  I’m not good enough. Tell that to Moses, the murderer, and David the adulterer.  


I’m not very spiritual, we say.  Well, tell that one to Rahab, the prostitute, who was a key player in getting the children of God into the Promised Land. 


God’s call, God’s promise is for people of all ages, of all cultures, all stages of life.  It doesn’t matter if you are rich or poor.  Doesn’t matter who you are or what you’ve done.  You just have to be willing. 


See, here’s the thing about the promise and call of God.  It belongs to God.  What that means is that God will make it happen.  We don’t have to do that.  Accomplishing God’s will for us does not depend on our own ability or our own strength or intelligence or goodness.  It depends on God.  That’s why this message is called “God-sizing” our visions and dreams.  If you let God give you a dream for your life, God will also bring it to pass.   Don’t limit the possibilities.   


An important key to remember is that it’s God bringing about God’s own plan.  Noah’s big boat was God’s idea.  Moses’ parting the Red Sea was God’s idea.  Abraham and Sarah’s baby was God’s idea.  


Listen carefully to this:  It is not God’s job to make OUR plans work.    Hear it again.  It is not God’s job to make OUR plans work.  All too often we cook up our own plans and then sort of as an afterthought ask God to bless them.  We try to bring God into what we have already established, and we expect God to make things work for us.  That’s ludicrous.  It’s like trying to hold God hostage to our own limited ideas and schemes.  


 On May 1, two people robbed a Starbucks store at gunpoint, in Monroe, Washington.  There wasn’t that much money in the safe, so they put on Starbucks aprons, and ordered an employee to assist them at the drive-in window, where they filled orders for 18-25 customers before fleeing with the money.  The customers had no idea that they were buying coffee from thieves.  

Sometimes people, even churches, try to hold God hostage to their own ideas, their own plans.  They are serving up to the public what appears to be a good product.  But something isn’t right.  Something is missing.  It’s built on the wrong premise.  

  Here’s the right premise:  God is the leader, we are the followers.  It’s our job to surrender our plans and discover what God’s plan is for us.  


Another thing that we need to understand is that God’s timing is not necessarily the same as ours.  We have to deal with this great compulsion that we have for instant gratification.  From instant potatoes to instant messages, we are used to getting things now.  So, OK, if God wants to do something, well, do it.  NOW! 

I find it challenging to read the very end of the 11th chapter of Hebrews, where the writer talks about the great heroes of the faith not receiving what was promised.  In other words, even though they saw great things happen in their lives, they did not live to see God’s grand miracle, that is, Jesus Christ.  They had to live their lives in faith, trusting God to complete God’s plan, even if they didn’t see the end.  That happens to us, very often.  We see the beginning, but not always the end.  Like the people of faith in the Old Testament, we need to be futurists.  That is, we need to live into the future, and trust that God will ultimately bring it to pass, even if we don’t see it.  

Sometimes the promises of God take many years to come to fruition.  Certainly Noah’s boat took a long time to build.  And in all that time, there was no rain.  Still, in God’s time, things work out for the best.  That means that we have to be persistent in holding onto the promise, and not let ourselves get distracted by the quicker fixes that may exist in our mind or in our environment.  


 There’s an interesting thing going on in our neighborhood this week.   If you are familiar with the winding road called Veterans Boulevard in Pinewald, you may have noticed that a wide swath has been cut through the trees that will straighten the road between Seabrook and Western.  A traffic light will be there.  We have been waiting for this for several years now.  And it is all part of a bigger project that we have been waiting for, for eight years.  As long as we have lived here, as long as we have been working with this church, there has been the promise of an exit off the Parkway at Veterans Boulevard.  Now, finally, it is taking shape.  That promise of an exit off the Parkway has figured in our overall plans for Morning Star from the beginning, and was one of the strong points that we made with Presbytery about buying property in the general location where our property now exists.   And that has to do with both accessibility and visibility.  It has to do with the growth of the community and the potential growth of a new church.  


So the straightening of that road near our house is something of a sign for me.  It’s a sign that God is doing what we have believed God would do since the day Ed and I loaded the Labradors in the back of the truck and headed out of California to join Ruth Hardie in the Morning Star adventure.  God is not just building roads.  God is bringing to fruition God’s promise for Morning Star.  We are a part of something much bigger than ourselves, and if we will open ourselves to it, we will see God do remarkable things, even through average ordinary people like us. 


Do you believe that?  I think you do.  So, remember this.  God will do the heavy lifting.  God will accomplish the miracles.   But there is something that you need to do.


There was a guy who kept nagging God about the lottery.  Please, please let me win the lottery, the man prayed.  Every week it went on like that.  Please let me win the lottery.  And the man would go on and on about the wonderful things that he would do if he would win the lottery. 


How come you haven’t let me win the lottery, yet? The man whined.  God finally became thoroughly exasperated with the man and said, “You could at least buy a lottery ticket.”   


Do you believe that God has something out there for you to experience, to be, to do?  Something as unique to you as building that boat was for Noah?  Something that only you can accomplish because of the gifts God has given you?   Then, you need to put shoes on your faith.  Because with every promise of God, there comes an assignment.  Noah couldn’t just say he believed, and then sit back and wait.  He had to start building.  The same was true for the other faith heroes.  They had to act on what they believed.  

Do you know what God’s promise is to you? Do you believe it?  Then I challenge you to put shoes on your faith and start walking.    
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