Pre:

Before we read from the Bible today, I want to ask you to think about this question:  What do you expect to happen to you when you read the Bible?  

Here’s a brief excerpt from Annie Dillard’s book, An American Childhood.  In this little passage, she is describing her feelings as a young child about how the adults in her life felt about the Bible, and how she perceived it.  

“The adult members of society adverted to the Bible unreasonably often.  . . .  Why did they spread this scandalous document before our eyes?  If they had read it, I thought, they would have hid it.  They didn’t recognize the vivid danger that we would, through repeated exposure, catch a case of its wild opposition to their world.  Instead, they bade us study great chunks of it, and think about those chunks, and commit them to memory, and ignore them.  By dipping us children in the Bible so often, they hoped, I think, to give our lives a serious tint, and to provide us with quaintly magnificent snatches of prayer to produce as charms while, say, being mugged for our cash or jewels.”  (134)

My hope is that you are not so well inoculated with religiosity that you will miss the power of God’s word, when you read it and when we hear it together.  The Bible is a living document, and through it, God speaks.    

Two passages, one from Romans which will sound familiar, since we read it two weeks ago.  And one from the Old Testament, I Kings, a story of Solomon and his wisdom.

Let God Lead:  A Prayer God Loves to Answer

Romans 12:1-2, I Kings 3:1-15


A man stopped at the airline gate to get directions.  The desk agent told the man, “just go straight ahead, then turn left and you will be right.”  


The poor fellow thought about the directions and paused.  He said, “Were you trying to confuse me by saying the directions that way?”


The agent realized how her ambiguous directions could have confused the man.  She apologized and said, “I’m so sorry, but if you turn right, you’ll be left.”  (story file, 19.12.1)


Life is confusing sometimes, isn’t it?  Which way should I turn?  I want my life to count for something.  I want things to work out right.  I want to get somewhere!  But at times, many of us feel like Christopher Columbus: when he left home, he didn’t know where he was going, when he arrived, he didn’t know where he was, and when he got back home, he didn’t know where he had been!    


Sometimes people start out with the best of intentions, but somewhere along the way things go haywire. That’s what happened to a man by the name of Andre who lived in France.  He thought he had closed a really great real estate deal when he agreed to buy an elderly woman’s apartment.  Jeanne Calment was 90 years old, and they made the kind of deal that is common in France.  He agreed to pay her five hundred dollars a month until she died.  Then at the time of her death, he would own her apartment.  That kind of deal usually works out well both for the buyer and the seller.  The elderly seller gets to live at home, and yet gain an income for life.  The buyer gets a really good deal on the purchase of a home.  But in Andre’s case, it backfired.  After 30 years of paying $500 a month, Andre had paid $184,000 for an apartment he never got to live in.  Because that year he died at the age of 77.  On the other hand, Jeanne Calment, at the age of 121, made it into the Guinness Book of World Records, at the time the world’s oldest person.  To add insult to injury, the law required Andre’s widow to continue paying as long as Jeanne Calment lived.  (story file, 19.12.7)


I sounded like such a good deal at the time, though!  


Here’s another, even more startling way to think about the direction life may take.  Do you remember the classic story of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde?  Dr. Jekyll discovered how to use a magic potion to enjoy wickedness without ruining his reputation.  He could turn into Mr. Hyde whenever he wanted to, and then when he wanted to become Dr. Jekyll again, all he needed was a sip of the antidote.  No one’s the wiser.  One day when Dr. Jekyll woke up, though, he found that without benefit of the magical potion, he had turned into Mr. Hyde, and the antidote was ineffective. No amount of the antidote helped. He drank it all.  And he tried many other formulas, but nothing worked.  The evil had become the dominant force in his life.  


But such is life.  You give sin or wickedness or lust or greed a toehold in your life, and before you know it, it begins to take over.  


No wonder life is so confusing.  Who’s running this show anyway?  

I believe that by and large, people want to make good and healthy decisions, but sometimes it feels as though they’ve gotten on a fast-moving freight train and can’t get off.   Sound familiar?  


Do you want to un-confuse your life?  Do you want to know what direction to go in your life?  I have a simple suggestion – simple, but not necessarily easy.  Let God lead.  Let God lead.   Let God lead.   


That’s really a no-brainer, isn’t it?  After all, we’re Christians.  By definition, doesn’t that mean that God is leading us?  Yet many Christians that I know are experiencing that “being pulled along by a freight train” feeling, instead of having a clear sense of purpose and direction that comes from God.  


If you want to un-confuse your life, you need to learn to discern the will of God.  And if you want to learn to discern, here’s what you really need to grab hold of:  discernment is the product of a changed mind.  Do not be conformed to this world, Paul says.  In plain English, get off that freight train!   Whatever it takes, get off.  Don’t let the world pull you around by the ear anymore.  Do not be conformed to this world.  Instead, be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Again, in simple English, let God change your mind.   In Isaiah, God says, “My ways are not your ways, nor are my thoughts your thoughts.”  In other words, people don’t naturally think the thoughts of God.  Most people tend to think in self-oriented terms.  What’s good for me, what will help my family, what will pay the bills, what will build my savings account, what will promote my business, what will push me into the higher echelons at work, what will protect my home from harm.  

Do you ever watch the Antique Road Show on TV?  It’s fascinating to watch sometimes, as someone brings an item that has just been lying around the house.  And it turns out to be worth thousands of dollars.  Of course, antiques are only worth what someone will pay for them, right?  For instance, in 1993 there were two pictures that were sold at an auction.  Each one pictured three men.  One was a photo of Presidents Jimmy Carter, Gerald Ford and Richard Nixon, signed by all three.  The photo was sold for $275.  The other picture was the Three Stooges, and signed by Larry, Curly and Moe.  That one sold for $1,870.  Why?  Who knows?  Someone was willing to pay that price.  (parables, 23.8.2)


Bottom line:  You don’t think like God thinks.  You have different values than God has.  So, if you want to learn to discern the will of God, that means someone needs to change. Do not be conformed to this world.  Instead, be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect..  Let God lead.  Let God lead.  Let God lead.    


Are you willing to place the whole of your life under the umbrella of God’s sovereignty?  To let God lead, in every area of your life?   Family, money, work, ministry, play, worship, decisions.  


If you are, I want to introduce you to a prayer that God loves to answer.  The prayer comes from Solomon, who wanted one thing from God more than anything else. 


Do you know what that was?  Wisdom.  Which is very like discernment.  


Solomon was the son of David and Bathsheba.  And I do want to point out about that Solomon was far from perfect.  A major flaw was a weakness for Canaanite women, along with their religious preferences.  For instance, we see Solomon worshiping at one of the old pagan “high places.”  These were not places where God wanted people to be worshiping, because even though they were worshiping God, the places still had a lot of pagan influence.   But despite these weaknesses, Solomon loved God and wanted to serve God.  And of all of David’s children, God had chosen Solomon to be king and to lead God’s people.  


So because Solomon loved God and wanted to serve God, he did the best thing he knew how to do:  he went to one of the high places and went to sleep.  Lots of people in those days did that.  They would go to a holy place and go to sleep, hoping that God would come and speak in a dream.  (This no doubt is the origin of the time-honored tradition of people sleeping in church!)  


At any rate, God came to Solomon.  And God spoke.  It’s really encouraging to me that God came to Solomon even though Solomon’s worship habits were far from pure.  Like so many of us, Solomon wasn’t really where God wanted him to be, yet God knew his heart.  God knew Solomon’s love and devotion, and God knew that Solomon had a servant’s heart.  And God said, “What can I do for you, Solomon?”  


How would you answer that question?  Honestly.  What would you ask from God—especially if you knew God would say yes—because that’s the implication here.  The lottery numbers?  A job?  A cure for cancer?  


Here’s what Solomon said:  You have already given me so much!  Look what you did for my father David, and now you have placed me on this throne.  I’m still wet behind the ears, I don’t know what I’m doing, yet you have given me this great honor and great burden of leading your people.  I want an understanding mind so I can discern good and evil and know how to lead.    


Solomon asked for “an understanding mind.”  The literal translation of that phrase is “a receptive heart.”  It’s the receptivity that’s important.  More than anything, Solomon wanted to be receptive to understanding what God says is right and wrong, and to understand where God wants to lead the people of God.   Solomon wanted to Let God Lead him, so that he could be effective in leading God’s people.  And that’s the prayer God loves to answer.  


You may have some of Solomon’s feelings:  a sense of gratitude for what God has done, a sense of inadequacy, a sense that where you are in life is a burden as well as an honor.  What’s it going to take for you to live into the life and the calling God has placed you in?  To be effective in that life?  The same thing it took for Solomon.  A receptive heart.  A heart that wants to know God’s will.      


So, let God lead. Let God lead.  Let God Lead.  

1
3

