Does it Ring a Bell?

Ephesians 3:14-19


What does Christmas look like, smell like, taste like?  There is no season of the year that is so distinct in its sensory appeal.   For those of us who are old enough to look back a few decades, the season usually brings back graphic memories from childhood.  I can still smell the somewhat pungent aroma of certain Scandinavian delicacies boiling on the stove, along with the cinnamon in the rice pudding; I can feel the cold snap of wind coming in the door every time it’s opened (I really can feel that today!); I can hear the crunch of tires on snow-packed gravel roads.  In my mind’s eye I see a somewhat Charlie Brownish Christmas tree, shedding its needles all over a heap of brightly wrapped gifts.  


Your memories differ from mine I’m sure, but the common theme for us all is the magnetism of this date that is unlike any other.  The pull to family, to gift-buying and celebrating, and to Christmas Eve.  


Yet, despite the magnetism, despite the investment of time, energy and money that is put into this season, in a couple of days, it will all be over.  The season will pass, you will put away the decorations, and go back to life as usual.  Nothing will have changed, except maybe the total on your credit card bill.  


Very often people feel a little cheated by the holiday, how it just sort of passes by that way.   We had thought there might be something more.  A little peace on earth perhaps, or the resolution to the conflict of our souls.  Maybe the answer to a dilemma or a solution to a problem.  But no, it’s a scam.  The season is no more than slick packaging.  Life itself remains unchanged.


Would you like it to be different?  It can be.  If you let God ring a bell in your heart.   I’m going to read for you a passage that was written by the Apostle Paul to a group of Christians in a town called Ephesus.  This was his prayer for them, and tonight, it’s my prayer for you.  

Read Ephesians 3:14-19


I encourage you to let God ring a bell in your heart this Christmas.  That’s an interesting phrase, isn’t it?  To ring a bell.  Does that ring a bell?  Do you know where that little phrase comes from?  Not from Christmas, but from the summer carnival that passes through small towns on its way around the country.  It comes from the strength-testing machine that started to become popular around 1890.  You know the kind I mean, where you take a heavy hammer and bring it down with all your might, and if you have enough strength, you make the bell ring.   Success!  These became so popular around the turn of that century, that the phrase “ring the bell” came to stand for success in any effort.  


My prayer for you this Christmas is that God will “ring a bell” in your heart.  I pray that God will be successful in reaching you, touching you, making you his own.  Try to imagine God taking that big hammer of love and striking down as hard as possible and then looking up, listening.  Will the bell ring in your heart this time?  God tries again.  Will it happen this time?  It’s not that God isn’t strong enough to make it happen.  It’s just that God will never force anybody to love him back.  If you want to spend your life in meaningless activity, God will let you do that.  But God will continue to knock, continue to love you with all God’s might, until you open the door, and that’s what will make the bell ring.  


In the brief Bible passage that I read, Paul prays: “that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.”  The season may come and go, but when Jesus comes, he moves in to stay.  That Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith.   If you open your life to him, Jesus will move in and stay with you.  Forever.  He will never leave you; he will never forsake you.  He is there.


But there’s something you need to know, and this may well be why some people never quite let the bell ring in their heart.   To take Jesus into your life is not like getting a little knick knack for Christmas and putting it up on a shelf where you can forget about it and let it collect dust.  Nor is it like taking your daily vitamin pill, that you do because it’s healthy for you.  Just gulp it down and let it do its work.  When you take Jesus into your life it’s more like swallowing a camel.  Jesus doesn’t slide down into the corners like Jell-o or ice cream.  Having Jesus in your life changes the very shape of it.  It redefines you.  Being in relationship with Jesus truly is life changing.   Quite unlike the Christmas season, which you can put away with the Nativity scene, Jesus will come along with you into the New Year.  And he won’t be quiet about it.  You will know that he is there.  His presence will comfort you in times of trouble, and his presence will also challenge you when you become complacent.  He will challenge your assumptions about what it means to be a Christian, an American, a citizen of this world.  He will give you new visions of what it means to be a mother, a father, a son or daughter.  He will lead you in new ways and show you things you never dreamed of.  


So, are you ready for God to ring a bell in your heart?  God’s ready.  Now it’s up to you.  
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