Evangelism:  Bring them to Jesus

Matthew 28:18-20, John 1:35-42

(First, read Matthew 28:18-20)


Some kids in a Catholic elementary school were given a test of their Bible knowledge.  Here are some of their answers:

*Lot’s wife was a pillar of salt by day, but a ball of fire by night.

*Moses led the Hebrews to the Red Sea, where they made unleavened bread which is bread without any ingredients.

*The Egyptians were all drowned in the dessert.  Afterwards Moses went up on Mt. Cyanide to get the Ten Commandments.

*The first commandment was when Eve told Adam to eat the apple.

*Moses died before he ever reached Canada.  Then Joshua led the Hebrews in the battle of Geritol.

*The greatest miracle in the Bible is when Joshua told his son to stand still and he obeyed him.

*It was a  miracle when Jesus rose from the dead and managed to get the tombstone off the entrance.  

*One of the oppossums was St. Matthew who was also a taximan.


Well, you get the idea.  Sometimes the details get a little slippery, don’t they?  I find that when it comes to sharing their faith with other people, most people worry a little about the details.  They worry that they don’t know enough about the Bible to try to talk to someone else about becoming a Christian.  


If you are one of those people, I have good news for you today, and here it is:  being a Christian is not primarily a matter of knowing a certain set of facts.  It’s about a relationship with Jesus Christ.   So, when you think about introducing people to the Christian faith, you really don’t need to start by sharing a lot of facts and figures.  What you need to do is to bring them to Jesus.  


This is what our next Bible story is about.  It comes from the beginning of the Gospel of John.  John the Baptist has been preaching for a while and gathering a lot of disciples.  But he knows that it is just about time for Jesus to step forward and take the spotlight.  So it’s time for John’s disciples to become disciples of Jesus.  


Read John 1:35-42


I’m going to ask you a series of questions.  You don’t have to write down the answers.  Just think about how you would answer.  Ready?

1. Name the five wealthiest people in the world.

2. Name the last five Heisman trophy winners.

3. Name the last five winners of the Miss America Contest.

4. Name ten people who have won the Nobel or Pulitzer Prize.

5. Name the last half dozen Academy Award winners for best actor and actress.

6. Name the last ten year’s worth of World Series winners.

How did you do?  Now try these:

1. List several teachers who aided your journey through school.

2. Name three friends who have helped you through a difficult time.

3. Name five people who have taught you something worthwhile.

4. Think of a few people who have made you feel appreciated and special.

5. Think of five people you enjoy spending time with.

6. Name half a dozen heroes whose stories have inspired you.

Was that easier?

The people in the first six questions were important  people.  The best in their field.  They made history.  But the people who have made a difference in your life—the ones you remember--are not necessarily the ones with the most credentials, the most money, or the most awards.  They are the ones who care.  The ones who take time for you.  The ones who reach out to you.  

Relationships have a powerful impact on who we are and what decisions we make.  From the time that we are born we look to our family and our friends for guidance, for models of effective living, for ideas of how to live life.  I was thinking this week about the people who have impacted my life, and in particular certain people who have modeled for me a way of living through tough times, specifically the illness and death of their spouse—and how that has helped me. These people taught me about faithfulness, about how to love in very practical ways, and how to survive in the aftermath.  Their example helped me immeasurably as I have lived through the past two years of my life.  Several weeks ago, I e-mailed one of these people—whose name happens to be Ed—and told him how much he had helped me.  He was quite surprised.  

Maybe some of you would be surprised, too, if I told you how much you are impacting my life by your example.  Your faith, your willingness to grow and change, your honesty, your compassion, your persistence.

But that’s just the way it is, isn’t it?  The people that we are closest to—our family and our friends, have a big impact on us and on who we become.  And it’s not just their words that impact us.  More than that, it’s what they model for us.  

For instance, one family had invited some friends over for dinner and as they were sitting down to eat, Mom asked her six-year-old daughter to say the grace.  She was a little nervous and didn’t know how to start.  Mom said, “just say what you hear Mommy say, dear.”

So the little girl sighed, and said, “Dear Lord, why did I invite all these people over for dinner?”  

Here’s what I’m driving at.  You know the people who have impacted your life.  I want you to think about how you are impacting other people.  Especially the ones closest to you—your kids, your parents, your cousins, your friends.  And I want to encourage you to be intentional about impacting other people for God.  That’s where true evangelism begins.  

You don’t have to wait until you know a lot of facts and figures about the Bible.  You just need to bring them to Jesus.  

Just think about the impact that Andrew had on his brother Simon Peter.  It seems apparent that Simon and his brother Andrew were pretty close.  Because when Andrew met Jesus and had a glimpse of who he was, Simon was the first person he thought of.  “We’ve found the Messiah!” he said.  Andrew didn’t have to explain a lot, because he knew Simon would understand.  They were kindred spirits.  They trusted each other.  They were brothers.  But Andrew didn’t stop with words; he “brought Simon to Jesus.” 

He brought Simon to Jesus.  What a simple, yet profound statement. 

On the surface, it might not seem like what Andrew did was all that important.    Simon probably would have met Jesus anyway.  If not that day, another day.  If God meant it to happen, it would happen.  

But then again, maybe not.  Of the two brothers, Simon was the one that usually took the lead.  He was the loud, fiery one.  Andrew was quieter, he stood more in the background. But I think perhaps Andrew was the “wind beneath my wings” for Peter.  The one whose quiet stability and wisdom Simon really trusted.  I can imagine Simon saying, Hey, if Andrew thinks Jesus is for real, then it’s worth taking a look!    And maybe that’s true for people in your life, too.  Maybe you’re the one they look up to.  Maybe you’re the one they trust.  Maybe you’re the one they’ll say yes to when you say, “come on, there’s somebody I really want you to meet.  This will change your life.”  

Bring them to Jesus.  He will do the rest.  

He will do the rest.  You have to sort of stand back when you bring people to Jesus.  ‘Cause this is powerful stuff.  What happened to Simon Peter when he met Jesus?  It was a prophetic, life-changing moment.  Jesus gave him a new nickname that meant “Rock.”  And a solid Rock is precisely what he would become, though not without struggle.  He would become, in fact, the lead disciple among Jesus’ followers and the first leader in the Christian Church. All because Andrew brought him to Jesus.

You bring them to Jesus.  Jesus will do the rest.  What I am suggesting is that when we bring people to Jesus, we need to relinquish them to Jesus.  Very often the opposite is true.  When we bring people to Jesus, sometimes we also bring along our ideas of what Jesus needs to do for those people.  

*maybe they need comfort 

*they may need new friends

*maybe they need some money

*they may need to learn a new code of ethics

*they need to learn to make better choices 

*or maybe they need a whole personality makeover

But what happens when they really meet Jesus?  Look what happened to Simon Peter.  He became (over time) a whole new person.  I doubt that Andrew expected this, or could have predicted it.  When you bring someone to Jesus, you have to let go of your agenda for them, because once they say yes to Jesus, his plans for them will become more important than yours.    

You bring them to Jesus.  He will do the rest.  

There’s a great car commercial on TV these days.

A little girl says, “Before you know it, I’ll be walking down the aisle.”

A little boy says, “In just a few years, I’ll be away at college.”

Another little boy says, “Right before your eyes, I’ll take my kids to all the places you took me.”  

The little girl chimes in, “Don’t wait.”

And the commercial ends with a plea to buy this car to take your family on wonderful adventures.

Your kids grow up before you know it.  Your friends may move away or drift out of your life.  Don’t wait.  Bring them to Jesus.  Jesus will do the rest.
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