Pre:
Last week I said that there are really only two things that matter around here. And that these two things need to be at the heart of everything we do: 1. that as individuals we each make a genuine connection with God through Jesus—and make that relationship first priority in our life (for real)--and 2. that together we reach out into our world with the love and grace that Jesus gives us, and as the Holy Spirit leads  us.


Today’s passage will challenge us on the number one point: to make a genuine connection with God through Jesus, and to make that relationship first priority in our life. For real. 


The passage comes from a letter that Paul wrote to the church at Philippi when he was in prison in Rome. Paul was concerned about this church that he had founded, and his particular concern was that some people had come in and begun to teach that Jesus wasn’t enough. In addition to faith in Christ, Christians need to adopt the whole Jewish law in order to be truly saved. So, Paul pulls out his spiritual resume to challenge the people to simply trust in Jesus for their salvation. 

One more piece of background is Paul’s use of the word “flesh.”  When Paul uses the word flesh he is not talking about the human body. He’s talking about human effort or human achievement. 


Listen to God’s word. 

What’s in Your Resume?

Philippians 3:b-14


After Tom Brady won his third Super Bowl Ring with the New England Patriots, he was interviewed by 60 Minutes. He said this: “Why do I have three Super Bowl rings and still feel like there’s something greater out there for me? I mean, maybe a lot of people would say, ‘Hey, man, this is what [life] is. I reached my goal, my dream, my life.’ Me, I think, ‘God, it’s got to be more than this.’” 


Tom Brady’s resume is pretty impressive. In addition to winning three Super Bowls, he played in one more. He won two Super Bowl MVP awards, and holds the NFL record for most touchdown passes in a single regular season. And there’s lots more where that came from.  And yet he could express a lack of fulfillment, a longing for something else. Something more. 


The question that I want to challenge you to think about today is—What’s in Your Resume? What is it that you have accomplished, or are seeking to accomplish with your life? And to borrow a phrase from Sarah Palin, “How’s that working for you?”  Are you satisfied with your life? Are you at peace with God and with your fellow human beings?  Does your life have direction and purpose? 

In the excerpt from Philippians, Paul shows us his resume.  Two resumes, in fact.  He tells us why he has traded in the old resume for a new one. 


And the focal point is this idea of “the flesh” which means human achievement or human effort. 


If anyone could be confident in human effort, Paul is the one. Here’s his resume:


He was born into the faith. And his parents dedicated him to God, just exactly the way the law of Moses prescribed. Circumcised on the eighth day. He describes himself as A Hebrew born of Hebrews, which means that he spoke the Hebrew language though he was in a Greek-speaking country. He studied under the best of the best rabbis, learned the law, and became a Pharisee. He kept every jot and tittle of the law. Here’s the bottom line of this resume: If anyone had an in with God, it would be the person with this resume. And that is what a resume is all about, isn’t it? It’s to get you in the door. If you are looking for a job, your resume is written with the idea that the boss will open the door to a new job. 

But since this is really a spiritual resume we are talking about, the idea is to get in God’s door. The door to the kingdom of heaven. The door to God’s house. 


So, Paul says, if anyone has reason to be confident in the flesh, that is, in their spiritual resume, it’s me!  I did everything right. 

But along the way, Paul learned that human achievement is not what gets a person in God’s door. 


Here’s a little story that might show how Paul might have felt about his resume after meeting Jesus on the road to Damascus:


Former heavy-weight boxer James (Quick) Tillis came from Oklahoma to fight in Chicago in the early 1980’s. Here’s how he described his first day in Chicago, after he got off the bus from Tulsa: “I got off the bus with two cardboard suitcases under my arms in downtown Chicago and stopped in front of the Sears Tower. I put my suitcases down, and I looked up at the Tower and I said to myself, ‘I’m going to conquer Chicago.’ When I looked down, the suitcases were gone.” 


So much for conquering Chicago!

Whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. 


This little statement is Paul’s personal testimony. What it means to him to have Jesus in his life. You know how a personal testimony works: the person tells what life was like before Jesus and then what life is like since they have been following Jesus. Very often the “before” story is a tale of woe—bad choices, bad behavior, bad experiences—but for Paul, the “before” story is about winning three Super Bowl rings and a heavy-weight boxing title. He was on the success track. But it wasn’t getting him anywhere. 


So he got himself a new resume.  And you might think that this new resume would include things like preaching and teaching, planting churches, settling church disputes. It might even mention his jail time, if he were completely honest. But he doesn’t say any of that here. He simply talks about the value of knowing Jesus and the righteousness from God that comes through faith in Christ. So the main difference in the “before” and “after” stories in Paul’s conversion is this: before he met Jesus he depended on his own goodness and faithfulness. After he met Jesus, he depended on Jesus.


I want to ask you to pay special attention to what Paul says in verse 12. He says that he presses on toward the goal, to make it his own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 


Because Christ Jesus has made me his own. This is the centerpiece of his new resume.  It’s not about what he has accomplished. It’s about what Jesus has done for him. This is what has value to him now. This is the key that opens heaven’s door. And it is what motivates him to press on through suffering to resurrection. 


I’m going to give you a little quiz. This is adapted from a quiz devised by Charles Shultz (of Peanuts fame): 


1. Name the five wealthiest people in the world.


2. Name the last five Heisman trophy winners.


3. Name the last five winners of Miss America.


4. Name ten people who have won the Nobel or Pulitzer Prize.


5. Name the last half dozen Academy Award winners for best actor and actress.


6. Name the last decade’s worth of World Series winners. 

How’d you do? The point is that we don’t remember yesterday’s headliners very well. And these are first-rate achievers. The best in the field. But the applause dies, awards tarnish, achievements are forgotten. Accolades and certificates are buried with their owners.


So, here’s the second part of the quiz:


1. List a few teachers who aided your journey through school.


2. Name three friends who have  helped you through a difficult time.


3. Name five people who have taught you something worthwhile.


4. Think of a few people who have made you feel appreciated and special.


5. Think of five people you enjoy spending time with. 

Was that easier? The point of course is that the people who make a difference in your life are not the ones with the most credentials, the most money, or the most awards. They are the ones who love you. 


Did you know that Jesus is one of those people who loves you? Really loves you? 

On Thursday someone sent me the link to a YouTube video clip of a talk by Christian speaker Brennan Manning. The focus of his talk was this. He says that when we meet Jesus face to face on judgment day we will be asked one question. What do you think that one question would be? Did you keep the Ten Commandments? Did you tithe? Did you go to church faithfully? Were you a good person? 


The one question that Manning believes Jesus will ask us is this: “Did you believe that I love you, that I desired you?” He says that the true believers are those who will be able to say to Jesus, yes, I believe you love me. Manning goes on to say that many of us who are faithful churchgoers, church leaders, and even pastors, don’t truly believe that we are loved, desired, longed for, by Jesus himself.  I tried to be good enough or do enough. But no, I didn’t believe that you truly love me. If I had believed that, things would have been so different for me. 

Can you imagine standing before Jesus on Judgment day and hearing that question? Did you believe that I love you? 

Salvation is not about your achievements. It’s about Jesus, and how he has made you his own. How he loves you. 


As you come to the Lord’s Table today, I pray that as you remember his death and his resurrection, that you will also remember his love. As you receive the bread and the cup, receive this love and take it with you. It’s yours. 
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