Pre:
Are you going away for Thanksgiving? Or having guests at your home? Thanksgiving is one of the most traveled holidays on the planet. So maybe we should check the weather report. This just came in:

Turkeys will thaw in the morning, then warm in the oven to an afternoon high near 190 degrees. The kitchen will turn hot and humid, and if you bother the cook, be ready for a severe squall or cold shoulder. During the late afternoon and evening, the cold front of a knife will slice through the turkey, causing an accumulation of one to two inches on plates. Mashed potatoes will drift across one side while cranberry sauce creates slippery spots on the other. Please pass the gravy. A weight watch and indigestion warning have been issued for the entire area, with increased stuffiness around the beltway. During the evening, the turkey will diminish and taper off to leftovers, dropping to a low of 34 degrees in the refrigerator. Looking ahead to Friday and Saturday, high pressure to eat sandwiches will be established. Flurries of leftovers can be expected both days with a fifty percent chance of scattered soup late in the day. We expect a warming trend where soup develops. By early next week, eating pressure will be low as the only wish left will be the bone. (story file, 19.1. 4)
That’s one “weather” prediction that is likely to come true! Thanksgiving is not just the most traveled holiday. It’s also the most predictable I think. That’s why we call it “turkey day.” 


I like “predictable,” yet I’ve learned in my walk with Jesus, that oftentimes Jesus challenges the predictability of our lives with some new and remarkable possibilities. And opens up the potential for true miracles to occur. Here’s a story that does just that. 

What’s in Your Lunch Bag?

John 6:1-14
I suspect that you’ve heard this story about the loaves and fish many times. But do you really believe the truth of it? Not the truth that says, yes this event really happened, but the larger truth that says, yes, this is how it is. When God calls you to be a part of something that is bigger than all of us put together; and when you offer what you have, there will be more than enough. 

Try to get a picture of this story: imagine Jesus leading his disciples up the mountainside, and sitting down with them. And he sees a large throng of people coming up the mountain right behind them. Now, this is a desolate area. No 7-11, no ShopRite. No fast food. And it’s time to eat. Stomachs are rumbling. Jesus, with a glint in his eye, turns to Philip and says, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” Our gospel-writer, John, says that this question is a test, because Jesus already knows what he is going to do. Later, all the disciples will come to understand what Jesus is doing here, but in this moment only Jesus knows, and that is what I want you to grasp hold of today. 
Think about situation that you are facing today that is beyond your ability or beyond your resources (or even beyond our combined resources)—yet Jesus is calling you to do it, or calling us to do it together. Try to wrap your mind around this: Jesus already knows what he is going to do. The question is what are you going to do? Are you going to trust him? Are you going to invest yourself in this pursuit, even though it is beyond your reach? Even though you don’t know what Jesus is going to do?
So when Jesus turns to Philip, and says, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” The mental calculator is ringing up the bill in Philip’s head. “Six months’ wages won’t feed them each a cracker!” Philip says with dismay. Six months’ wages! Can you imagine? Six months’ wages in that time would be about 200 denarii; what would six months wages be for you? $10,000? $20,000? $50,000? That is one big Thanksgiving dinner table! But the crowd is bigger.  The crowd is always bigger!
Let’s put this in the context of our own “Super-sized” dilemma—Morning Star’s budget. How far would six months’ of your income go toward feeding the “hungry mouths” in our $220,000+ budget? Maybe it would pay a little piece of the mortgage, give a little snack to the food pantry, pay a small part of the payroll. 

Now Philip doesn’t say this directly but I’ll bet you can hear his tone of voice.  We can’t do this! You should know that! Jesus, this is the most ridiculous suggestion you have ever made. Send them away to buy their own food. And in Luke’s version of the story, that is exactly what the disciples do tell Jesus. We can’t feed all these people. Send them away. Stop all this crazy talk. 
Then Andrew brings a little boy to Jesus, along with the little boy’s lunch. Apparently his mom sent him off better prepared than the rest of this crowd. Five barley loaves and two fish. A nice sized lunch. “But what are they among so many people?” Andrew says. Six months’ wages won’t make a dent, how can a little boy’s lunch help? 
And this is the heart of the story, of course. Such a small offering. How can it make a difference? And this goes to the heart of what we often think about ourselves. I’m not that smart, I don’t have that much money, my gifts and abilities are not that strong or that impressive. 
 Five barley loaves and two fish. “But what are they among so many people?” But here’s a question even more to the point. Five barley loaves and two fish. What are they in the hands of Jesus? 
Whenever we are faced with a situation that is too big or too overwhelming; whenever God calls us to something that is way beyond our resources, the place to start is not to make excuses about what we don’t have. We need to bring what we do have to Jesus. He already knows what he is going to do. And what he is going to do is something we hadn’t thought of, something new and creative; perhaps even startling.  Maybe a miracle of biblical proportions. He knows what he is going to do. And he invites his disciples to bring what they have, whatever that is. 

The little boy’s lunch is a small thing. But there is another reality that we need to see. If you’ve ever been a small child with a lunch, you know that this is no small thing to the child. Your own stomach is growling, and it’s a long way to the next meal. In a very real sense, that lunch is all you have. At least for now. How do you think that young boy felt about his lunch? The boy’s lunch is small, but the gift is monumental, because it’s all he has! 

In order to give his lunch now, the boy has to have some sense that he will be taken care of later.  Or else he might feel like he has to keep his lunch to himself.  

I had a revelation the other night. It was getting very dark and I was somewhat bemoaning the short winter days and long dark nights. But here’s the revelation. The world is just as big when it’s dark as it is when it’s light. But it seems smaller. In the darkness there is a tendency to more focus inward and on a smaller, tighter reality inside the house where the lights are on and you can see. But the trees and ocean and rivers and mountains are still out there. There are times in life when resources seem small and limited, and it’s hard to see the potential out there. But even in a recession, God’s power is still as strong as ever. And God’s resources are unlimited. It takes great faith to give one’s lunch when it seems like lunch is all you’ve got. But if you place your resources in Jesus’ hands, he will take care of you. 
As the famous Mr. Anonymous once said, It’s not what you do with the million if fortune should ere be your lot, but what are you doing at present with the dollar and quarter you got. 

So the boy’s gift is small and monumental at the same time. And the power of this gift in the hands of Jesus is incredible. 
Have you seen a miracle like this? Can you think of a time when God has taken something small and made something remarkable out of it? Have you ever planted a seed? Or an idea?  Encouraged somebody to try something new, to take a risk? 
Often when I walk into this building, I think to myself, There is no way on earth that this small group of people should have been able to accomplish this. No way on earth. Yet, here it is. It’s not finished! We have a long way to go, a big mortgage to pay. More work to do. But look where we are! Look how far we’ve come. 
You might say that we had the bad fortune of finishing this building right at the start of the Great Recession. Or you could say that we have had the privilege of watching God work a miracle. The past three years, we started with deficit budgets, $50,000, $40,000, $30,000. But we saw God erase each of those deficits by the end of the year. At the beginning of the recession we put $90,000 in the stock market, and three years later, this August, we took out $166,000 to help pay the balloon mortgage. And those are just the financial miracles that we’ve seen. There have been many more—you’ve been hearing samples of these miracles in the ministry minutes: “What God is Doing in My Life.” 
If we bring what we have to Jesus, he will do what needs done. He took the little boy’s lunch, and sent it out to the crowd. Everyone ate their full. And twelve baskets were left over. Because a little boy gave away his lunch.  
And the meaning of this event was not lost on the crowd. “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world” they said.  

This is a message about stewardship. But it’s not just about giving money to Morning Star, is it? It’s about our life with Jesus.  Jesus knows what he is going to do—in your life, in my life, in the life of Morning Star, in the life of the world. When you and I hear the call of Jesus to participate in the work of the kingdom of God, when we present the resources that we have to Jesus, the impact will go well beyond these walls. The world will see what God has done among us and through us. 

So, what’s in your lunch bag? 

Are you ready to present it to Jesus? 
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