Pre:

Morning Star has been in existence as a worshiping congregation since 1994. In 1997 we were chartered as a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Two years ago, we completed this building and moved in. In fifteen years there have been lots of changes. A generation of kids has grown up. Some of our sisters and brothers in faith have moved away or have gone home to God. Others have joined for the Next Generation of Morning Star. 

The TV show Star Trek: The Next Generation always began with these words: Space... the Final Frontier. These are the voyages of the starship Enterprise. Its continuing mission: to explore strange new worlds, to seek out new life and new civilizations, to boldly go where no one has gone before.

In Morning Star’s Next Generation, we look not to space but to the future, where no one has gone before.  Well, no one but God! God, who lives in eternity, knows the future as well as the past. And that’s where faith comes in. We can’t see beyond this moment. But God knows. God calls us forward into the Next Generation and says, Fear Not. So that will be our theme for this month—to go boldly into the Next Generation without fear. 


Today we will visit Joshua, in the Old Testament book that bears his name. Joshua was the assistant to Moses through the 40 years in the wilderness, and in this story, just as Israel is getting ready to cross over the Jordan from the 40 years in the wilderness, Joshua gets a special message from God. 

Here it is.  

Morning Star: The Next Generation

Joshua 1:1-9


Here’s a trivia question. Of all the adults who came out of Egypt with Moses (and there were thousands), how many actually entered the Promised Land? 
Only two. Caleb and Joshua. Not even Moses was allowed to enter the Promised Land. 

Caleb and Joshua were two of 12 spies that went over into the Promised Land shortly after the exodus from Egypt. They believed God was calling the people to go into the Promised Land.  It would be difficult, but God was calling them to do it.  The other 10 were afraid, and said we can’t do it, the enemy is too strong.  Keep in mind that this was no more than a couple of years into the wilderness.  They could have cut off most of the 40 years of wilderness wandering by doing this.  But they didn’t. And because of it, that whole generation (except for Joshua and Caleb) perished in the wilderness. 

So, the people who entered the Promised Land under Joshua’s leadership, were the Next Generation. This included all those who were underage when they left Egypt, along with those who were born in the wilderness.  And Joshua and Caleb.   They were the ones to settle the land. 

This time in the history of the people of God has special significance for us, I believe, and God’s message to Joshua is one that we can truly take to heart. 


We too have entered the Next Generation.  Some have passed away, or gone away. Some have come to join the adventure. Some who have been on the journey from the beginning are still here. But it is distinctly a new chapter in our life; ever since we entered this building, it has been like starting over.  And God is calling forth new leaders, people of the character and willingness of Joshua. Are you one?  

Don’t be misled by this phrase The Next Generation.  This isn’t just about kids. (though kids are a part of it!).  This is about new leadership emerging to lead this church into its next chapter of life.  Joshua was in his mid-sixties, at least. Maybe 70’s. And many of the children of those who died in the wilderness, were well over 40 and had children and even grandchildren of their own.  So, it’s not about age.  It’s about calling.  


God is calling, and I pray that the Joshuas among us are listening. 


There are three promises that God made to Joshua, that I believe also apply to us.


And there are three commands, or requirements that God also gave to Joshua, and I also believe that these apply to us. 


Here are the three promises:


1. God has an important job for you to do.


2. God will be with you.


3. God will make you prosperous and successful. 


How does that sound to you? God has an important job for you to do.  One of the prayers that we often hear in our worship services is a prayer for someone to find work. Having a job is an important thing, isn’t it? Especially a job with benefits. Having a job suggests that you have marketable skills and adequate training.  You are a contributing member of society, and you can take care of your family. But there’s even more to it, when God’s involved. God has a job for Joshua that will do more than feed his family. It will move the people of God into this new chapter of their life. And that’s true for us as well.  You want a job that will provide for you and your family, but God has a job for you that will contribute to the well being of God’s people and will move the church into the Next Generation. Joshua’s job description was clear. Lead the people over the Jordan and lead them as they settle the land. Do you know what your job is? 

God has a job for you.  And God will be with you in that work. Joshua’s job was quite an overwhelming task. There were dragons to be slain and huge boulders to be moved out of the way. And that is always true when it’s God’s job. It’s true in your personal life, and it’s true for us as a church. People often say that God won’t give you more than you can handle. But honestly, I believe that the opposite is true.  The tasks that God gives are beyond our reach. If you can do it by yourself, it’s not really God’s work. God’s work requires God’s spirit, God’s power. And God’s presence. I will be with you, God says to Joshua. Centuries later, Jesus says to his disciples: I am with you always. 

The third promise is the fun one. When God is with you in this God-given job, then God will also assure your success.  You will prosper, God says to Joshua!  So, that means I’m going to be rich and famous, doesn’t it? You too! There it is, name it and claim it!  No. That’s not what it means. The health and wealth gospel that many are preaching these days is simply not supported by what the Bible teaches. What God is saying here is a total package. God’s work, God’s presence, God’s success.  God will enable you to be successful in the work God calls you to do. It doesn’t mean that God will support whatever scheme you cook up! In Joshua’s case that meant that he could be confident that the people would indeed settle the Promised Land.  The obstacles and enemies would still be there, but the job would get done.  The same promise is for us, I believe. What God calls you to do, or me to do, will get accomplished.  By the grace and mercy of God. 


Joshua’s part of the bargain (our part, too) is to heed the requirements that go along with the promises. God will keep each promise.  But if God’s people don’t stay with the program (stay with God), then they might miss out.  Specifically, there are three commands, and you’ll notice that they sort of match up with the three promises. 

1. Study the scriptures


2. Obey God


3. Be strong and of good courage


Study the scriptures. This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to act in accordance with all that is written in it, God says.  Joshua’s Bible is somewhat shorter than the Bible that we now have! But the point is the same. Study God’s word. Let God teach you God’s ways. That’s how you will learn what God wants you to do. 

It’s all about priorities, really. Do you have time to listen to God? Jim forwarded me an email asking this question: What would happen if you treated your Bible like you treat your cell phone? (Carried it around in your purse or pocket? Flipped through it several times a day? Turned back to go get it if you forgot it? Used it to receive TEXT messages? Gave it to kids as gifts? Used it when you traveled?)

So, study the scriptures. Listen to God until you begin to understand what God wants you to do. Something that’s easy to miss in this story is that this is the first time that Joshua himself hears God’s voice.  Always before it was Moses hearing God’s voice.  But now Joshua hears God himself.  So don’t despair if you’ve never had a sense that God is talking to you. Study the Bible. Pray. Listen. 

Joshua knew what his work was. Do you know what your work is? Often I talk about this in terms of spiritual giftedness.  Some people are gifted in evangelism or administration or compassion.  That giftedness leads you into ministry.  And sometimes God gives you a big nudge.  It’s time to take a step across the Jordan into something specific.  Is God calling you to be a Joshua in this congregation?  

Then study the scriptures, obey God and finally, be strong and of good courage. Working for God does take strength and courage. This is not a sissy kind of job. If you don’t believe that, go home and read the rest of the book of Joshua! Obeying God is not just about being a nice person or keeping the rules of the faith or coming to worship. Following where God leads often takes you to places of risk and even danger. Certainly it will take you outside your comfort zone. That’s why you need to remember the promises. That the work is from God, that God is with you, and that you will succeed in the thing that God has called you to do. 


So, are you ready to go boldly where no one (but God!) has gone before?  (Read Hebrews)
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