Isaiah 49:15 Can a mother forget her infant, be without tenderness for the child of her womb? Even should she forget, I will never forget you.
Isaiah 66:13 As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you; and you will be comforted over Jerusalem." 

Matthew 23:37  O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing. 

Romans 8:38,39 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
        The young preacher was shocked to hear the well-known evangelist utter the words; “Yes, I have spent some of the happiest moments of my life in the arms of another man’s wife.” Then, following a pause, the evangelist added, “That woman was my mother.” 
              A few weeks later as the young pastor was speaking to a civic group, the phrase he had heard from the evangelist leapt into his mind, and remembering that it was clever, he decided to use it. He exclaimed, “I have spent some of the happiest days of my life in the arms of another man’s wife.” Then after a long pause, the young man muttered meekly, “But for the life of me I can’t remember who she was.”

       Happy Mother’s Day. Do you know how and when Mother’s Day began? I know a lot of people think it is just a Hallmark holiday, designed to make people spend money, but it’s more than that. The woman credited with founding Mothers Day is Anna Jarvis. The Methodist Church in Grafton, WV is called "the Mothers Day Church" because Anna Jarvis was active there; her home in Grafton is a national landmark. Anna Jarvis founded Mother’s Day in honor of her mother, Anna Reeves Jarvis, who organized "Mothers' Work Day Clubs" in the 1850's. The clubs provided medicines for the poor, inspected milk for children, provided nursing care for the sick, and shelters for children with tuberculosis.
           When the Civil War broke out she asked her clubs to make a pledge that friendship and good will wouldn’t stop because of the war. With courage and compassion the women nursed soldiers from both sides. Anna Reeves Jarvis was a genuine peace maker both during and after the war. Because the wounds and animosity between families who fought on either side of the war were very deep, Anna Reeves Jarvis organized "Mothers' Friendship Days" to bring families together across the Mason Dixon line. 
           Anna Jarvis was born in 1850 and was an impressionable child and teenager when her mother was at the peak of her courageous work. So in 1907, two years after her mother's death, she organized the first "mothers' day" in Grafton, WV so that the work of peacemaking and the war against poverty which her mother waged would not be forgotten. 
           So Mother’s Day is about more than women having children—it’s about the nurturing and caring we see in great women. It’s about bravery and strength. It’s about sacrifice and following the example of Jesus. 
           Many of us have fond memories of being loved by our mothers.  That’s why Mother’s Day is such a well celebrated day. Of course for other people Mother’s Day may be difficult. It’s often difficult for people whose moms have passed away. It’s difficult for people whose moms were abusive or who left them. It’s difficult for women whose children are estranged from them. It’s difficult for couples longing to be parents but unable to conceive a child. It’s difficult for women who have never been married or who have never had a child. Because I fit into a couple of those categories, I understand the pain that some people experience on this day. But I have good news for everyone. ALL of us can celebrate having someone who loves us more than the most wonderful mother in the world- and that’s God. 
           Now some of you may be shocked to hear me say that God is like a Mother. We are more used to hearing God referred to as Abba, Daddy, Father.  No human image of God is totally accurate; God is neither male nor female, God is Spirit. But both male and female were created in God’s image, and the best qualities of each come from God. 
           God refers to the love God has for his children as "a mother’s love". God says in Isaiah 66:13, “As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you.” Jesus, who is the exact imprint of God’s image, spoke of his concern and love for Jerusalem as being like "a hen gathering her chicks under her wing."
          God’s love for us is shown by the fact that we are called children of God. John, the beloved, says, “What love God has lavished on us that we should be called children of God!”  God loves each of us equally and with perfect and unchanging love. 
           God’s love is kind of like this: A mother who had twelve children was asked which one she loved the best. Her answer: "The one who’s sick until he gets well; and the one who is away until he gets back home!"
         For those who find a Father image more comforting, you can be assured that, yes, God is also Father, but many people find the Mother image easier to relate to. My Bob had a loving and close relationship with his mom and a strained and difficult relationship with his Father, so God as Father brought images of a critical and angry man. The image of a motherly God who embraces us and loves us as her children was a great comfort to him—and I hope to some of you too. It’s been said that "A father becomes concerned when his child breaks a bone….a mother when her child skins a knee!"
          The compassion of God as Mother insures that she loves the weak and unlovely as well as the strong and beautiful. We don’t have to be wonderful according to the ways of the world in order to be loved, for God’s love is given freely and for all. 
           Like a mother, God gives life. Because God created us and calls us his children, God has that same inseparable bond with each of us that usually forms between a mother and child. And because God bore you in love, God’s love lasts forever.
          There is another special relationship a good mother has with her child. When a child is hurt or frightened – who does that child call for or run to? Usually it’s Mother! Somehow the calm, consoling voice of mother has a way of chasing the ghosts away or easing the pain you feel.
            Jesus tells us in the Word, “Lo, I am with you always.” God is always there for us. Like a mother, God is responsive to our hurts and our fears as well as to all our needs.
           Another special attribute a mother possesses is that she has a way of knowing it all, usually much to our chagrin. Theologically, we call this omniscience. Mothers know when we have gotten into trouble. They know when something is wrong because they know their children so well. And no matter how hard we try to keep something from our mother, she can intuitively sense our situation and find us out.
          God is like that. God knows his children well. God knows us from the inside out. God looks into our hearts and sees the truth. God’s knowledge of us is not used to condemn us. Oh, our hearts may condemn us, but God is greater than our hearts. God has already forgiven us, just like a loving mother does. God knows all our faults but loves us just the same. 
           Another way we can compare a mom to God is that we often take our mother’s routine, everyday provisions for granted. Most of us don’t appreciate all that a mother does- at least until you leave for college or become a mom yourself. Her constant care gives us a secure, warm trust in life. She feeds us and clothes us and provides for our needs. 
           God is the only one who can really provide this sense of security on the deepest level of life. Jesus told the story of the sparrows to illustrate God’s provision and care, and especially the everyday, routine care that God provides. In Matthew 10 we are told that not a single sparrow can fall to the ground without God knowing it- and we are assured that we are worth more than a whole flock of sparrows. God knows us so well that even the hairs on our head are numbered. 
             The real issue isn’t the gender of God, of course, but how the love of God transcends differences of gender, and everything else that divides us and brings us into conflict. The one thing that can free us from the anxieties and pressures of life in this all too hectic world is the knowledge that we are unconditionally loved by God. 
              We live in a world which makes us feel inadequate and incomplete. Despite the media’s obsession with self fulfillment and personal success, we are left with the feeling of dissatisfaction and failure, simply because we can never live up to the ideal of perfection projected by our culture. Despite all our frantic efforts, we will never be thin enough, or rich enough, or young enough, or smart enough, or loving enough. Almost all of us experience lack of esteem and feelings of inadequacy. We all long to feel secure, to feel valuable, and to feel accepted. Because of this we are constantly doing two things – evaluating and comparing. We do this all the time, consciously and unconsciously. We judge ourselves by the world’s four standards:

1. Appearance. How do I look? This mentality says that the more beautiful you are, the more important and more valuable you are. 
2. Affluence. If I own a lot, then I must be worth a lot. If I am not well off, I have very little value. 
3. Achievement. Do you base your value on your education, your job title, your awards and promotions? 

4. Approval. How many people like me? How popular am I? 

The problem with this value system is that it’s not stable—it’s also meaningless. Beauty fades with age; possessions wear out; someone else will surpass your successes; and not everyone will like you. Besides, Paul tells us in the book of Romans that when we seek to follow the ways of the world and its values we find nothing but death. When we follow God and the ways of the Spirit we store up treasures in heaven and find life and peace. 
           The one thing that can help us celebrate who we are and protect us from low self esteem and competition with others is the knowledge that we are loved, not despite our shortcomings, or because of our achievements, but simply because we are of immeasurable value to God. Knowing and believing this undermines the chief enemy of faith and confidence: the assumption that our value as persons is to be measured by social norms and established by the judgments of others. 
           The only solid foundation for self-worth is to realize how much you matter to God. When you see yourself the way God sees you, it will transform you. And so there is nothing more radical than to teach people that they are loved by God, and that this is a matter of sheer unmerited grace. There is nothing we can do to earn God’s love, and nothing we can do to lose it either!                                                     

        Paul assures us of this in Romans 8:38, “For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
          Paul was sure that absolutely nothing can separate us from God’s love in Jesus, and we can be too. As we look at Jesus and his love poured out for us, he who gave his very life for us, we see the amazing love of God.  
           Because it is the knowledge of God’s amazing love that changes us, Paul prays for each of us in Ephesians 3:18-19, 18I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
           This is the perfect prayer for each of us. And I say, Amen. Say it with me: AMEN. 
