Pre:

So far in our series on blessings we have talked mostly about God’s blessing to us and our receiving God’s blessing. The core of this blessing is that God’s name has been written on our hearts—and that name is . . . . . I am. You are a person of value and significance, because God has blessed you. And God has given you all of the resources to be and to become the person God has created you to be. 

Today we are going to take that blessing and share it. There’s plenty to go around you know.  Or do you know?  This is a tough bridge to cross, from the myth of scarcity to the reality of God’s abundance. God’s blessing is in abundant supply. You know the old saying, if you meet someone without a smile, give him or her one of yours? There’s no smile shortage, unless we create it! And those of you who were in the Financial Peace University class remember Dave Ramsey saying how different it is to manage money with an open hand, as opposed to a closed fist. With a closed fist, nothing gets in our out. But with an open hand money can get out and can get in. All God’s blessings work that way, including the core blessing which is about self worth. There’s plenty to go around. 
We have already heard one of our Bible passages for today. This is the passage that we looked at a couple of weeks ago, when God told Moses to tell Aaron and his sons, to put God’s name on the people. That was a great responsibility given to a certain group of people. Not just anyone had that authority to give a blessing. You had to be in Aaron’s family, and you had to be male.  But when you listen to the New Testament reading, from the letter of I Peter, you will see a different plan unfolding. It isn’t just a few people who have the power to bless. All of God’s people have that authority. 

As we go into the Bible reading, here’s just a brief background. This is a letter written in the first century to Christians scattered throughout Asia Minor. In the first chapter, Peter has reminded the people about the gift of salvation, which he calls “a living hope.” And now he gives a challenge about Christian living and Christian ministry. 

Sharing the Blessing

Numbers 6:22-27, I Peter 2:1-10, 3:8-9
A crew from the TV show Mythbusters was staging an experiment in the town of Dublin, California. Their goal was to fire a cannonball into some large water containers at a bomb disposal range. But they seriously underestimated the power of a stray cannonball. According to a newspaper report, “The cantaloupe-sized cannonball missed the water, tore through a cinder-block wall, skipped off a hillside and flew some 700 yards east.” But that didn’t end the damage. The cannonball “bounced in front of home on [a quiet street], ripped through the front door, raced up the stairs and blasted through a bedroom. . .[then] it exited the house, leaving a perfectly round hole in the stucco, crossed six-lane Tassajara Road, took out several tiles from the roof of a home on Bellevue Circle and finally slammed into [a] beige Toyota minivan in a driveway on Springdale Drive.”

(preachingtoday.com/illustrations/2012/January/7010212.html) 


So are the words that go forth from our mouths. Powerful, and once they are “out there” – you never know where they will end up or what damage they might do. 
And the reverse is also true. You never know how much good one kind word might accomplish once you send it forth. 

There was a banker who lived in a big city, and every day when he went to work, he passed a beggar who sat in the street just outside the bank. The beggar had a cup to receive coins from people passing by, and he had pencils to give out to people who gave him money. Most people who gave the man money didn’t bother to take one of the pencils, but the banker always did. “You are a merchant,” the banker would say, “and I always expect to receive good value from merchants I do business with.” That went on for some time, but one day the man was not there when the banker went to work. Time passed and the banker eventually forgot about him, until one day he walked into a public building and saw a concession stand, operated by the man who used to be a beggar. “I have always hoped you might come by someday,” the man said to the banker. “You are largely responsible for me being here. You kept telling me that I was a ‘merchant.’ I started thinking of myself that way, instead of a beggar receiving gifts. I started selling pencils—lots of them. You gave me self-respect, caused me to look at myself differently.” 

The story reminds me of this saying: If a child lives with criticism, he learns to condemn, if a child lives with hostility, he learns to fight, if a child lives with ridicule, he learns to be shy, if a child lives with shame, he learns to feel guilty, if a child lives with encouragement, he learns confidence. . . . . The small child in all of us needs encouragement to live with confidence. Did you know that Abraham Lincoln used to carry around a newspaper clipping in his pocket? The article said that Abraham Lincoln was a great leader. And it encouraged him to be a great leader. 


Everyone needs to get that kind of encouragement. So our challenge today is to be intentional about giving this kind of encouragement, by sharing God’s blessing. 
Try to step into the passage from Numbers once again. Think about Moses talking to his brother Aaron and telling him about the blessing. Hear God saying that Aaron and his sons have the authority to place God’s name on the people. I Am. 


Thus far in our series, we’ve been picturing ourselves as the congregation, receiving the blessing.  But the tables are turning. Today, I want you to think of yourself as one of the priests. One of the people who has this authority to bless. To encourage. To put God’s name on the people you meet. How does it feel, this idea that you have the power to bless others? 

The truth is, you do have this power.  Simply as a human being you know that your words have the power either to harm or to help. But as a follower of Jesus you also have the authority from God to speak a blessing. 

In the Old Testament, only certain people had the authority to speak God’s word. Moses, Aaron, later on the prophets and other big-name leaders. But in the New Testament and beyond, through the work of Jesus and the Holy Spirit, things are different. Did you see that difference in the reading from I Peter? Peter describes the community of faith as a building that is alive and growing. God is the builder, and God’s people are the building blocks. Each person is built into this structure, which is God’s house. Peter then shifts the imagery to show that the living stones are also the priests in God’s house. What’s important to notice is that it’s not just some people. It’s the whole community that is a “holy priesthood” offering spiritual sacrifices and proclaiming the mighty acts of God. 


Peter’s picture projects the same meaning as Paul’s familiar image of the body of Christ. The church is a living organism, with each part having an important function. We have different gifts and we do different ministries, but we have a common purpose. And it’s the same purpose that Aaron and his sons had way back in the wilderness: to put God’s name on the people. To bless each other. 

During the Protestant Reformation, Martin Luther and others began talking about “the priesthood of all believers.” That was a revolutionary concept at the time, even though it’s right here in I Peter. At that time in the church’s history, only certain people were called priests, and given the priestly function. And even today, although we say we believe in the priesthood of all believers, there’s the tendency to think that the pastor has more spiritual authority than other people. But it’s not just the person in the pulpit who has authority for ministry. All who follow Jesus have received the Holy Spirit, and with the Spirit comes the authority to do ministry. 


So, can you picture yourself as a priest? 


Take away the idea of fancy robes and stoles and memorized prayers. Take away the specific roles and rituals that priests and pastors do as a part of their job description. 

Go back to the simple but very powerful function of the priests in the wilderness who have the authority to put God’s name on the people.  


This same authority now rests with the community of faith. We are priests to one another and our job is to bless each other. 

Some of you are squirming right now. I know that because I’m squirming myself. I shared with the Bible study group that it’s difficult for me to say “God bless you” when someone sneezes. I usually just say “bless you.” It’s not that I don’t want God to bless them, it’s just that I don’t want to treat God’s name lightly. There are plenty of people going around saying spiritual sounding things, who don’t mean a word of it—and I don’t want to be one of them. Besides, who am I to convey God’s blessing to someone? 

Does it sound strange to hear me say that? I have been an ordained minister for 33 years and I don’t feel qualified to say “God bless you”! 

But I am being convicted by my own sermons. As someone once said, God doesn’t call the qualified. God qualifies the called. God, the master builder has placed me, like a living stone in the very structure of God’s house. God has made me a priest. I have a deep and profound sense of being and becoming because of God’s goodness to me. I need to share the blessing that I have been given. 
And so do you. 


I want to invite you to join me in an experiment this week. Next week we will talk more about the task of blessing each other. Meanwhile I want to encourage you to try it out: put God’s name on the people you meet. When you meet someone, instead of saying, “Hi, how are you?” say this: “God bless you, Mary. God bless you, John.” If the person is from Morning Star or someone else that you know, I think you can say it out loud. If it’s someone you don’t know, maybe you could say it silently, but still (in your mind) project a blessing toward the person. 



Take seriously what it is you’re saying to this other person. God bless you. Like the priests in Moses’ day, you are putting God’s name on him or her. I Am. You are telling that person that he or she is significant in God’s eyes, a person of value and potential. Someone who has the power to be and to become all that God has created this person to be. 


Are you willing to give it a try? 

Then, God bless you, and pass it on. 
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