Pre: 

From time to time a piece of information comes that is so dramatic, so revolutionary, that it upends the world. And such is the case with our Scripture for today.

 
The difficulty for us is that it comes in such familiar packaging that you might miss the startling truth. This is a passage that has become standard fare at weddings and even funerals. And as a result it has become a sentimental greeting card instead of the powerful piece of news that it is.  The other problem with this passage is that if you are not careful, you will read the surface meaning and come out feeling guilty instead of empowered. 
 
But if you will listen closely you may just hear a new word from God. If you look intently, you may see it. If you open your heart, you may experience it. 

 
I pray that you do, because the revolutionary piece of information in this scripture is the one solid thing to hold onto in our chaotic, frenzied and confusing world. 
 
It's a word spoken by the Apostle Paul into the life of a troubled church a very long time ago. A church split into many contentious factions, in a world that was competitive, immoral, and sometimes violent.  


As you listen to 1 Corinthians 13, I encourage you to listen most closely to the second half of this passage. 
Revolutionary Thoughts
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Every where you look these days, there’s another revolution going on.  In the Arab world, in the financial markets, in medicine, in sports. . . . Here’s one you might not have heard about, because it didn’t seem to make the front pages. But if true, this piece of information will change the world as we know it.  (Thank you to Elaine for the inspiration.) 

This potential revolution is focused on a little subatomic particle called a neutrino that just broke the universal record for speed. Or so it seems. Neutrinos are already fascinating because that they can travel through virtually anything unimpeded. Thousands of them are racing through your body (and mine) as we speak. And nobody notices. But the scientific community did stand up and take notice in September when it was announced that neutrinos that had been fired from a supercollider outside Geneva, Switzerland, had arrived at their destination in Italy, 60 nanoseconds less than it took light to get there. Or so it seems. The scientists are still checking their work. Some have already claimed to debunk the results of this experiment.  

But even if they do disprove the results of this experiment, just the possibility of something traveling faster than light is mind boggling. It’s revolutionary. For the last 100 years, ever since Einstein came up with his theory of relativity, we have believed that light speed is the speed limit of the universe. Nothing travels faster, and the speed of light is the benchmark for calculations in physics, astronomy and cosmology.


Could Einstein have been wrong? 


Well, there’s a reason why scientists call their ideas “theories.” Einstein was no dummy, but he realized as do all scientists, that what we see at a given moment may turn out to have a different result when seen from a different perspective. New information may emerge that changes our view. And throughout the history of science, there have been many revolutionary discoveries that did not just add another chunk of information onto the mountain of things that were already known. Certain discoveries exploded the mountain and created a new one. Remember Copernicus? I recently read that Copernicus was reluctant to share the revolutionary piece of information that he had figured out (that the earth was not the center of the universe).  And that reluctance was well founded, because when he did share that information, he was not only laughed at by the scientific community, but thrown out of the church as well. But when the truth became obvious, everyone started to see the world differently.  

So the reason why the faster-than-light neutrinos excite me is because they provide a reminder that no matter what you think you know, no matter what you see and experience, there is more: more to know, more to discover, more to understand; and if you are open to such discoveries, they will revolutionize your life. 

Take a moment to consider what you know about your world. What you experience, what you feel, what you believe. What do you see around you? Chaos? Conflict? Contention? A dismal economy with little hope of recovery? Bills that are sky high? Overwhelming health issues? A world that seems to be coming apart at the seams? Politicians that never quite seem to get it together? 

Do you see a world of limits, of can’ts and impossibilities? 


Yet, there is another reality, isn’t there, if you pay attention? Seeds sprout, babies are born, the rain falls. The trees put on their dramatic fall display. And neutrinos challenge the speed of light. There is something very alive and very hopeful in this world. 

In the very poetic language of 1 Corinthians 13, the Apostle Paul says that some of the things that we think are so very important, and that we hold onto as true, will one day pass away.   “For we know only in part,” he says, “and we prophesy only in part; but when the complete comes, the partial will come to an end.” 


“For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.”  

When he talks about seeing in a mirror, dimly, that word “dimly” is translated from the Greek word (enigma). What we see today is an enigma, a puzzle, a riddle. What we see is partial, it’s dimly perceived. 


The other thing I want you to notice in this phrase is Paul’s use of the word “mirror.” What do you see in a mirror? Yourself!


We all see the world through a filter, also known as a paradigm. Your own personal filter is partly created by what you were taught as a child, by your parents, your church, your friends. It’s also created by you, as you bump into a variety of nice and nasty things along the way. But there it is, and all of the information that comes to you from the outside world comes through the filter that you’ve created. And to use Paul’s language, the filter is like a mirror. It’s a reflection of you! So, for some, the filter is kind of like rose-colored glasses (everything’s fine and dandy, even if it’s not!), and for others the filter is covered with soot that obscures everything that might possibly be good.  Here’s an example of how filters work:

A sixteen-year old girl says to her family, “Has anyone seen my new sweater?” Dad says, “You mean the one that cost $75?” Her sister says, “You mean the one you won’t let me wear?” Her brother says, “You mean the stupid one that makes you look fat?” Grandma says, “You mean the one with the low neckline?” and Mom says, “You mean the one that has to be washed by hand in cold water?” (Illustrations unlimited, 198) 


For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face.  Who will we see face to face one day?


Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.

 Even as I have been fully known. This is the revolutionary truth at the heart of this passage. Your knowledge is imperfect and incomplete. But there is someone who knows you completely, fully. And who loves you unconditionally.  


Loves you! Not with gooshy sentimental love that is here today and gone tomorrow. Not with a wishy washy love that drops you like a hot potato the first time you say something stupid. Not with a controlling love that wants you, but for ulterior motives. 


There is One who knows everything about you, the one who shares your tears and rejoices in your happiness. This is the one who truly wants the best for you. The one who loves you enough to be honest with you and to challenge you and to stick with you to the end.  


This is the one stronghold that you can hang onto in this troubled world. God knows you completely and God loves you forever. Isn’t that incredible? What if you truly believed that the God who created the universe, the one who raised Jesus from the dead, loves you? If you can open your heart to that truth, that will revolutionize your life.  Specifically I think it will change the way you look at the first half of this passage. The love that Paul is challenging us to give in the first half of the passage, is God’s love, not human love. And you can’t give something you haven’t received! I suspect that is why so many of us have trouble living up to that challenge. But those who truly receive God’s love find that they are more able to give the love that Paul is describing here. 

The thing is that this “opening your heart to God’s love” is not a “once and done” kind of thing.  We human beings want to get things settled and move on. Put things in concrete and write textbooks. We want to get it figured out, write it down and let people know what it is. But like the little neutrinos that are challenging the current world record for speed, God is always giving us more. More information, more love, more challenges, more insight. 

That means from time to time, that we need to let go:  let go of our own theories . . . set aside our own accomplishments . . . relinquish our control . . . surrender our prejudices—so that we don’t end up as noisy gongs and clanging cymbals. 


In the jungles of Africa, monkeys are often captured and taken to zoos in America. They have a very clever way of accomplishing this without hurting the monkeys (except maybe their pride).  They take heavy bottles with long narrow necks, into which they deposit a handful of sweet-smelling nuts. The bottles are dropped on the jungle floor, and next morning the captors return to find a monkey trapped by each bottle. Here’s how it works: The monkey, attracted by the sweet smell of the nuts, comes to investigate the bottle, and reaches in to grasp the nuts. The problem for the monkey is that the neck of the bottle is constructed just so the monkey can reach in, but he can’t pull his hand out as long as he is holding the nuts. The monkey wants the nuts, so he won’t open his hand and let go. The bottle is too heavy to carry away, so the monkey is trapped. 


Sound familiar? 


What are you holding onto that keeps you trapped? 

Are you ready to let go and let God love you? 
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