
Pre:

This is the conclusion of our Treasure Hunt series. But I won’t talk about treasures or hunting. Just keep in the background of your mind all that we have said about the kingdom of God as God’s leadership in your life, and the value of having God lead you. The passage for today provides the key to unlocking this treasure in your life.  


It comes from the New Testament letter to the Ephesians. The recipients are a church mostly made up of people new to the faith, people who have come from pagan backgrounds (that is to say, they are not Jewish Christians but rather Gentile Christians). The author is Paul or someone writing under his authority. In the first chapter of Ephesians, the writer sets forth a basic premise that is carried through the entire letter: that premise is this-- God has a purpose for the world. And that purpose is to gather up everything (everybody) in Christ. The message that comes from the passage we are going to read today, from the second chapter of Ephesians, is really a summary of the Gospel message and it suggests how we fit into God’s purpose for the world.


Typical of the writing of Paul, it is a mouthful, and tough to digest. But hang in there, and try not to get too hung up on the details. Look for the general gist of the message, and I’ll try to help you sort it out. Pay special attention to the very last sentence. 

Our Way of Life

Ephesians 2:1-10
I read this week that “In an average lifetime, the average American spends 3 years in business meetings, 13 years watching TV, spends $89,281 on food, consumes 109,354 pounds of food, Makes 1811 trips to McDonalds, Spends $6881 in vending machines, Eats 35,138 cookies and 1483 pounds of candy, Catches 304 colds, Is involved in 6 motor vehicle accidents, is hospitalized 8 times (men) or 12 times (women), Spends 24 years sleeping.” (Tom Heymann, In an Average Lifetime)
304 colds! Well, I don’t know about you, but I don’t want the summary of my life to list how much food I ate or how many years I spent sleeping or how many times I sneezed (which would be quite a high number, by the way!). I want my life to count for something, to have a purpose and a direction. And to accomplish something worthwhile. 
How about you? Do you want to live a purposeful life? 
Ephesians 2:1-10 holds the key to a purposeful life. 
I know that a passage like this can be somewhat off-putting because of the harsh-sounding language and the structure, but let’s dig in and see what we can unearth here about human beings, about God, and about our purpose. I’m going to start by just highlighting some of the words in the first three verses. 

In verse 1—YOU (the new Christians, formerly pagans)

Verse 3—ALL OF US (no one is excluded here, not even the people who have known God for a long time)

Verse 1—DEAD THROUGH THE TRESPASSES AND SINS IN WHICH YOU ONCE LIVED

So. . . you, all of us, dead.  Now, the people that Paul is talking to are living breathing people. Not dead. So he’s not talking about physical death. He’s talking about spiritual death.  Which is separation from God. 
You, all of us, dead. Disconnected from God because of trespasses and sins. 

Trespasses and sins are ugly words. So is death. But there is a reality that has been in this world since Adam and Eve plucked a piece of forbidden fruit in the garden of Eden. The fruit that God told them not to pick, because on the day they ate that fruit, they would die. “You won’t die,” said the serpent. “Take a taste.” And Adam and Eve climbed on the sin train—and the train left the station. From that day to this one, human beings have chosen to climb onto that train, instead of following God.
Here’s a rather graphic picture of where this train goes. At 12:21 a.m. on a November morning in 1979, Jesse Water Bishop was pronounced dead in the gas chamber of the Nevada State Prison. Bishop was a career criminal who committed his first armed robbery at the age of fifteen, and spent twenty-two of his last twenty-seven years behind bars. Bishop refused all efforts to stay his execution for a murder committed in 1977. He had even waived his right to a jury trial. He could have been given an appeal of his case even minutes before entering the gas chamber, but he said no: “This is just one more step down the road I’ve been heading all my life. Let’s go.” (Time, Nov. 5, 1979, quoted in Communicators Commentary, in loc)
Jesse Bishop’s story is startling to say the least, and it is extreme. But it is also a graphic picture of the human condition, apart from God. You….all of us….dead. Because of trespasses and sins. Not just because of the sin of Adam and Eve, but because of our own indiscretions. As Psalm 143 says, no one living is righteous before God. And in Romans: for all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God. 

Sin is not a very friendly word, and it’s not a word that most of us like to be associated with. None of us here would want to be associated with Jesse Bishop’s story. So, let’s just call it going our own way instead of God’s way, because that’s what it is. But the thing is, it becomes a habit. It becomes a way of life.  Interesting, isn’t it, that death could be a way of life?  People are not really living. They’re just existing. Working, shopping, pushing, shoving, driving, running, competing. Has it ever felt that way to you, you’re just putting one foot in front of the other? It’s a path to nowhere—a dead end.  

You, all of us, dead (separated from God) through trespasses and sins. 

Tough words. Of course there are more words to notice in this passage. I suggest looking at the tenses of the verbs in the first three verses. You were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once lived and in which all of us once lived.  Past tense, because there is another reality that takes precedence. 
In verse 4, two words almost jump off the page. BUT GOD! These two words signal a whole new world being brought to birth in the midst of the old. Like the tulips of spring working their way up through the decayed grass and leaves of fall, God says death does not prevail. Life does. 

So here’s a whole new set of words and phrases to consider: GOD, RICH IN MERCY, GREAT LOVE, MADE US ALIVE, BY GRACE YOU HAVE BEEN SAVED, RAISED US UP, SEATED IN THE HEAVENLY PLACES, THE GIFT OF GOD. 

Can you see what’s going on here? Human beings, left on their own, tend to go in a particular direction. And that direction leads to separation from God—spiritual death. But God has a different plan. And that plan is to gather everything together in Christ Jesus. 
The thing is, the plan is already in motion. Once again notice the tense of the verbs. MADE US ALIVE, HAVE BEEN SAVED, RAISED UP. Again, it’s past tense. God has already done it. 
What does this mean for you and me? Those who were dead in their sins, are now alive in Christ. Not because of anything you and I have done, but because of what God has done. 

This simple statement goes against the grain of what many of us were taught about being a Christian. Many of us were taught that by doing good deeds we could get on God’s good side—kind of like what parents tell their children at Christmas time. Good little boys and girls will get gifts from Santa, but the bad boys and girls will be off the list. 

But this passage in Ephesians clearly says that it’s not about the good things you have done. Nobody is good enough. Nobody. We are all in the same boat. 
YOU, ALL OF US, DEAD BECAUSE OF OUR TRESPASSES AND SINS. 

BUT GOD! My friends, this is the good news. But God. . . .made us alive together with Christ.  God’s response to sin and death is resurrection. Not just the resurrection of Jesus but also the resurrection of you and me. 

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 
You have been saved. It’s done. You couldn’t do it. You wouldn’t do it! God did it. It’s done. Accept the gift! 
Now for the sermon. We have finally dug down deep enough and unearthed the gem that I have wanted you to see in this passage. Verse 10: For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

On our own we each create a way of life that is built on our limited understanding of the world; it’s generally self-oriented, often guilt-ridden, and for many of us. . . hard-driving, but even at its best this kind of life is headed down that slippery slope to spiritual separation and death. 
Your own good works will never save you. They’re not good enough. But God has created you in Christ for good works.  God created a whole new way of life for you to follow in Christ Jesus.  

For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.  I want to send you out considering the implications of this statement for your own life. 
We are what he has made us: Not dead, but alive. Not stuck in sin, but saved. Not in a dead-end life, but with new direction. You have a calling. What has God created you to do and to be? Don’t know how to find out? Come see me, I’ll help you. 
We are created in Christ Jesus for good works: What do you suppose those good works are? As a starting point, you might consider the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, self control. . .(Gal. 5:22-23) 
Here’s the bottom line: No matter what else has happened to you, no matter what has been your past or your present, whatever choices you have made in the past, TODAY you are alive in Christ Jesus, with a calling to follow and a life to live. 
God has given you life. Live that life! 
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