It is Finished

Whenever you and I come to Good Friday, it’s kind of like watching a favorite movie that has some scary or gruesome parts to it. The first time you see it, you’re afraid it’s going to end badly. But you’ve seen it before, you know things will work out ok. And it’s like that with the Good Friday story. You know there’s more to come, so it’s easy to slip by this moment of death, and move right on to Easter. But it’s good to linger and to contemplate what is happening here. 

As the sun began to set on the crucifixion, and Jesus came near his last breath, he said, It is finished. 


These are some of the most powerful words in the Bible.


It is finished. 


But, exactly what is finished? There is more to come, we know this. It’s not the end of the world. In fact, it’s really just the beginning of a very wonderful story. Easter is on its way, and the ascension, Pentecost, the birth of the church. And after that, centuries of Christians history, leading to this very day. 

Yet Jesus clearly says, “It is finished.” And he means more than just his mortal life, which is quickly ebbing away on the cross. 


Listen to these familiar verses of scripture:


John 3:16: For God so loved the world that he gave his only son so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but may have eternal life. 


I Peter 2:24: He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness.

Or as we heard in Isaiah 53, he was wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. 

I was thinking recently about the story that Luke tells about Jesus at the age of 12. Jesus was in Jerusalem for the Passover with Mary and Joseph. And he stayed in the Temple while the rest of his family started home. When Mary and Joseph found Jesus, somewhat exasperated with him, he simply said, I had to be in my father’s house. There was always this sense of destiny with Jesus. Jesus came to this world with a task to accomplish, and (hard as it was for his followers to accept at the time) this task was accomplished through his death.


And now he says, It is finished.  This is the moment that forgiveness is accomplished. 

The sins of the world have been nailed to the cross, so that you and I might live for righteousness in this world and that we might have eternal life as well. 

It is finished, Jesus said. Everything has been done to fulfill all righteousness. Everything has been done to accomplish our forgiveness. 

It is finished. But did you notice in the three verses I quoted, there were two sides? Each verse talked about what Jesus did, and also what we experience. 
God gave his son. . .so we could have eternal life
Jesus bore our sins on the cross. . .so we could live for righteousness
He was crushed for our iniquities. . .so we could be healed 

Jesus did everything for us that we could not do for ourselves. In essence, what Jesus did that day was to build a bridge. If you have taken the Stargazing 101 class you have heard me talk about the great chasm between human beings and God, that exists because of sin. And not one of us is strong enough or good enough or wise enough to get across the chasm to where God is. But what Jesus has done in his death, is to cross the uncrossable. He built a bridge between us and God. He himself is the bridge. 
It is finished, he said. And it is. But there is one thing that we must do on our side of the equation. Walk across the bridge and accept the forgiveness that God offers us. Our act of acceptance is a very small thing compared to what Jesus has done. Yet it is essential, to experience the forgiveness of God.
In 1830 a man by the name of George Wilson killed a government employee who caught him in the act of robbing the mails. He was tried and sentenced to be hanged. Sometime later, President Andrew Jackson sent him a pardon. But Wilson did a strange thing. He refused to accept the pardon.

Chief Justice Marshall wrote the court’s opinion. In it he said, “A pardon is a slip of paper, the value of which is determined by the acceptance of the person to be pardoned. If it is refused, it is no pardon. George Wilson must be hanged.” And so he was. (Illustrations Unlimited, 224)

Many times people ask how it is that God, who is good, could condemn someone to hell. Could the answer be this simple? God doesn’t condemn anyone; God has extended the pardon to everyone. But not everyone has accepted the gift. 

And so we come to the Lord’s Table, on Good Friday, with our thoughts focused on what he has done for us in his death on the cross. So, I invite you to come. This is the opportunity to receive the forgiveness of Christ, and to renew your commitment to him.

Perhaps for someone tonight it will be the first time of saying yes to Jesus. Accepting his forgiveness. Come to this meal with that yes in your heart. Receive God’s forgiveness as you receive the bread and the cup. 

Or perhaps for you it is a time of recommitment. Come to this meal with thanksgiving in your heart. Receive the renewal of the Holy Spirit as you renew your vow to follow Jesus. 
(When I Survey the Wondrous Cross)
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