Pre:

For several weeks now we have been talking about the kingdom of God. The kingdom of God is God’s leadership in your life. . .and my life. . .and our life together. Have you embraced God’s leadership in your life? Have you found this great treasure? 

Today our Bible passage takes us right to the heart of the matter and challenges us to consider where we are in relation to God’s kingdom. Listen to these words from Jesus.

Follow the Money

Matthew 6:19-21


The political thriller All the President’s Men dramatizes the all too real story of the Watergate scandal in the Nixon era of our country.   The story revolves around two reporters who are determined to get to the heart of the matter.  A primary source for them was known as Deep Throat. Here’s a bit of dialogue from the movie: 

Bob Woodward: (to Deep Throat) Hunt's come in from the cold. Supposedly he's got a lawyer with $25,000 in a brown paper bag. 
Deep Throat: Follow the money. 
Bob Woodward: What do you mean? Where? 
Deep Throat: Oh, I can't tell you that. 
Bob Woodward: But you could tell me that. 
Deep Throat: No, I have to do this my way. You tell me what you know, and I'll confirm. I'll keep you in the right direction if I can, but that's all. Just... follow the money.


That phrase—follow the money—has become a common phrase for those who want to get to the heart of any matter. To discover the truth, you follow the money trail and it will lead you there. Whether the truth you are seeking is in politics, or in the workplace, or at home, the money trail will provide you with some very big clues to what’s really going on behind the scenes. Who’s backing this candidate, or that movie, or this TV show? And who’s benefiting from this budget item or that fund raising effort? And why? Follow the money and you’ll see. 


Now, strangely enough, that seems to be what Jesus believes as well, though he uses the term ‘treasure’ instead of ‘money’ in today’s passage. As much as we might wish that we could separate our spiritual life from our money, it can’t be done. And it’s not because God cares about money. Or needs it. It’s because it matters so much to us. It matters so much to many people that sometimes it prevents them from embracing God’s leadership. Follow your own money trail, and you will find the heart of the matter. In fact, you will find the heart of you. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.


I have a tendency to want to turn Jesus’ statement around: where your heart is, there will your treasure be. So I encourage people to give their hearts to God, and then everything else will follow. 

But Jesus, in this passage, insists on starting the conversation the other way around. He says consider what you are already doing, because this reveals your true heart.  


Another way to say this is to talk about core values. A person’s core values reflect that person’s deepest commitments and values. But core values are not a list of things that you say you believe. Core values are the values that you hold so deeply that they actually drive your behavior. They are the real convictions that stand behind what you do. You write checks and schedule your time based on your core values. Look at your checkbook, and look at your calendar and you will see what your core values are. If someone were to follow the money in your life, where would that trail lead?


David Livingstone was a very well known missionary and explorer in Africa in the nineteenth century. He was well loved by the African people that he served. And when he died, the Africans resisted sending his body back to Great Britain to be buried. They finally relented, but they kept his heart and they buried it at the foot of a tall tree in a small African village.  You can have his body, they said, but his heart belongs in Africa.  


When people speak of the “heart” in this way, it’s not just the physical organ that pumps blood through your veins. It’s really the heart of the person. The place where love grows, and feelings, and understanding. It’s where decisions and commitments are made. The heart is the authentic person, the place where the real “YOU” resides.  You can put on any kind of clothing you want, or make any kind of statement about yourself, or any outward show, but inside, in your heart, there is a truth and a reality that is truly you. And that does come out sooner or later in your choices and commitments and behaviors. 

For the past several weeks we have been talking about the kingdom of God, and we have been saying that the kingdom of God is a treasure. It is something of such great value that it is worth expending all of your resources, all of your time, all of your self, in finding and possessing this treasure. And we have given at least verbal agreement to that statement. We have also been saying that this treasure, this kingdom of God, is God’s leadership in your life. This is the pearl of great price and the treasure buried in the field. This is what the disciples of Jesus are called to put first and foremost in their life. 


And that’s easy to say, easy to nod your head in agreement. But we live in the real world, where making God’s leadership a core value is a tough sell. The thing is that God is not a tyrant who is going to make you obey. God wants people to follow willingly, out of love rather than being forced into it like slaves. So what happens for many people—and hear me, because this is even true for those who say they given their life to following Jesus--even Christians find that in this life there are many different things to do. Interesting things, compelling things, profitable things. And very often what happens is that these different things start to take over. And following Jesus goes by the wayside. 


God’s leadership—God’s kingdom—the valuable treasure, gets put on the shelf, while the things of this world take over. 


This is the comparison that Jesus is making in this powerful little paragraph. If you’re going to make an investment, he says, make an investment in something that will last, something solid and well protected. The best storehouses in the world cannot keep the treasures of this world from being destroyed or stolen. We know this to be true. No bank account, no trophy, no relationship, will last forever. But if you store up treasure in heaven, that treasure cannot be stolen or destroyed or lost. 
When Jesus speaks of heaven in this passage, he is not talking about heaven as an otherworldly place where we go when we die. He is talking about the kingdom of heaven, which is another term for the kingdom of God, which is the place where God is in charge right here and right now.


So to store up treasure in heaven doesn’t mean to airmail a check to God. Nor does it mean giving all your money to the church. It means taking a look at what God is doing in the world. What is God doing in the world, anyway? Where is God at work? And how can I be invested in that work? And you can only find that out if you let God lead you. 

 “James Kraft, son of a Canadian farmer, started a cheese delivery service in 1903. Driving a horse named Paddy, he supplied Chicago area grocers with cheese he purchased at wholesale, delivering the cheese early in the morning, before it could melt or spoil -- a key advantage in a time before refrigeration was common. Many stores refused to even carry cheese in the summer months, because it would rot before it was sold. As the business grew, Kraft acquired his own dairy facilities, and addressed the spoilage problem by shredding Cheddar cheese, then heating it enough to kill its inherent mold and bacteria, stopping the cheese aging process.” (http://www.nndb.com/people/021/000165523/)
 Kraft cheese became famous and Kraft himself became wealthy. As a part of his Christian commitment he gave about 25% of his income to a variety of Christian causes. Here’s what he said about that: “The only investment I ever made which has paid consistently increasing dividends is the money I have given to the Lord.” 
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