Pre:
We are on a Treasure Hunt. The treasure that we are seeking is the kingdom of God. And what we have learned so far in our Treasure Hunt series is that the kingdom of God is God’s leadership. Would you like God to lead you? 

The interesting thing is that if God is leading, then God’s people need to follow. And that’s not always easy to do. Because in order to follow, we may have to leave some things behind: some perspectives and beliefs and behaviors. 
And that is where our treasure hunt is leading us today: we will be challenged, along with the Christians in Corinth, to reconsider some basic beliefs and attitudes and behaviors, about giving. 

Here’s the background to this passage. The Christian Church in the world is still young, about 25 years have passed since Pentecost, but the church has grown and spread into many different areas of the known world, and is now made up of both Jewish and Gentile Christians.  The Jerusalem Christians have fallen on hard times.  And an offering is being taken amongst all the other churches to help them out. Paul and other Christian leaders have been going around to various churches taking up a collection for the mother church. This campaign has been going on for at least a year now, and some churches have already given their offering. The Church at Corinth has apparently made a pledge to be involved in this offering, but has not yet paid up. So in this 2nd letter to the Corinthian church, Paul reminds them, not only of their pledge, but of their need to let God lead them in the grace of generosity. 
First to the Lord

2 Corinthians 8:1-15

Last Wednesday was “National Face Your Fears Day.” Did you celebrate it? 

If you did, what fear would you face? 

Hippopotomonstrosesquippedaliophobia (fear of long words)


Cryophobia (fear of cold)


Alektorophobia (fear of chickens)


Ablutophbia (fear of bathing)


Ecclesiophobia (fear of church!)

As I watched the miners come up out of the Chilean mine last week, I thought of my own phobia, which is claustrophobia. The fear of being in small places, or being trapped.

There are lots of things people are afraid of. So as I was thinking about our topic for today, I started to wonder: Do you think that some people are afraid of giving or afraid of being generous? I think so.  (generosiphobia?) 

The fear of giving comes from another fear. The fear of scarcity. The basic premise behind the fear of scarcity is simply that resources are limited. There’s not enough to go around. 


Now, sometimes scarcity is a reality. Maybe you lost your job. Maybe the grocery store ran out of toilet paper. Maybe there’s been a drought and your crops are drying up. But for many people, scarcity becomes a life principle.  It’s a broader, more global perspective that governs a person’s behavior no matter what the outward reality is. 

Advertisers use the principle of scarcity to get you to buy from them. Buy now! Supplies limited! When I buy books on Amazon.com it often says, only 3 copies left! For many people the fear of scarcity causes overeating, overbuying, anxiety, hoarding, and a reluctance to be open to other people. “The scarcity principle discourages us from sharing ideas, opportunities, and resources out of a fear that someone else’s success will translate into our loss.” (articlesbase.com) 


You might think that this scarcity principle is unique to our culture, but it’s not. Eunice Pike was a missionary to a native tribe in Southwestern Mexico for more than 40 years.  She found them to be beautiful people, yet with some interesting perspectives. For instance, the people seldom wish each other well. And they are hesitant to share the gospel with others. If a person were asked, “Who taught you to bake bread?” the village baker would say, “I just know,” which suggests that he was self-taught, and didn’t have help from anyone else. These behaviors come from their philosophy of “limited good.” They believe that there is only so much good, so much knowledge, so much love. To teach someone else means that you might drain off some of your own knowledge. To love a second child means you would love the first child less. To wish someone well (“Have a good day”) means that you have just given away some of your own happiness, which cannot be reacquired. (Bernie May, Learning to Trust, Multnomah Press, 1985)

The opposite of the scarcity principle is the principle of abundance, which is built on the idea that “there is more than enough to go around and the world is always creating new opportunities and fresh challenges.” (ibid) This perspective tends to generate generosity and creativity and openness. If you look at Paul’s description of the Macedonian churches, you get an idea of how this works. They could ill afford to even take care of their own needs, yet they had already given generously to this offering for the church in Jerusalem and the amount of the gift was well beyond anyone’s expectations, into a wealth of generosity. 
So, it seems that people make a choice as to which principle to live by. Focusing on scarcity tends to make people turn inward on themselves. Focusing on abundance leads people to make decisions that benefit not only themselves, but others as well.

So which principle do you think God wants us to live our lives by? Scarcity or abundance?


Take another look at the very last verse of today’s passage. As it is written, “the one who had much did not have too much, and the one who had little did not have too little.”  Do you know where that line comes from? Paul is quoting from Exodus. The people of God, traveling in the wilderness, had nothing to eat. And God provided manna. Every day they gathered manna for the day’s need. Some gathered a lot. Some gathered a little. But everybody had enough. That was a profound experience for them. It becomes a profound symbol for Paul to use in this letter to the Church at Corinth, which is apparently filled with people who have adopted the principle of scarcity, and who are afraid, or at least reluctant, to give. 

So for them, it’s Face Your Fears Day! 
I think the Corinthians were kind of like the group of 10-year-olds who were in a Sunday School class one day, and their teacher asked if they would give $1,000,000 to a certain mission project. 

"YES!" they all screamed!! 

"Would you give $1,000?" Again they shouted "YES!" 

"How about $100?" "Oh, YES we would!" they all agreed!! 

"Would you give just a dollar to the missionaries?" she asked. 

The boys exclaimed "YES!" just as before. . . . except for Johnnie. 

"Johnnie," the teacher said as she noticed the boy clutching his pocket, "why didn't you say 'YES' this time?" 

"Well," he stammered, "I HAVE a dollar." 
It's not what you do with the million if fortune should ere be your lot, 
but what are you doing at present with the dollar and quarter you got. - Anonymous
The Corinthians, it seems, were big on talking about giving, but not so great on actually giving. A year or more had passed since they had promised to give an offering to the church in Jerusalem. And they had not followed through. 

So Paul challenges them to follow the example of the churches in Macedonia, who were generous beyond their means. 
I want you to hear how these Macedonians were able to do this, because this is the key to getting rid of generosiphobia. In describing the generosity of the churches of Macedonia, Paul says that they gave themselves “first to the Lord and, by the will of God, to us.” That’s the key to erasing the fear of giving. To give yourself first to the Lord. So many times people get out their checkbook or even make out a pledge card before they have even considered what GOD would have them do. 

It’s a matter of priorities. First things first. 


There’s an old recipe for cooking rabbit stew. It starts with this instruction: “First catch the rabbit.” 

In the recipe of life, the kingdom of God is the rabbit. First catch the rabbit. 


This is our treasure hunt. We are searching for, reaching for, striving for the kingdom of God—which is God’s leadership in your life. Do you want God’s leadership in your life? How can God lead you if you haven’t first given yourself to the Lord? Don’t even think about what your pledge should be – whether it’s for the CROP walk or our benevolence fund or the building fund or any other offering. The place to start is with your relationship with God. If you are giving yourself to God, then, like Paul says, if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has—not according to what one does not have.  

There’s a story about a beggar by the roadside asking for alms, and Alexander the Great happens by. This beggar is very poor and has no claim upon Alexander. Yet the Emperor throws him several gold coins. A man traveling with Alexander is astonished at this generosity and says, “Sir, copper coins would adequately meet a beggar’s need. Why give him gold?”


Alexander says, “Copper coins would suit the beggar’s need, but gold coins suit Alexander’s giving.” 

Don’t let generosiphobia keep you trapped in giving patterns that are beneath you. Let God lead you to a wealth of generosity, like the Christians in Macedonia.  

You don’t need to be afraid, because the God who leads you knows what you need as well.  
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