         For several weeks now we have been talking about the Kingdom of God. We learned that the Kingdom of God is the leadership of God in the lives of God’s people- the leadership of God in your life and mine.         

         At the head of every kingdom there must be a king. Today is the special day in the church year called “Christ the King” Sunday. It’s a day set aside for the church to think about what it means to call Jesus Christ king—king of our lives, of our hopes, of our dreams…of everything we are.
Colossians 1:9-20 (NRSV)

…We have not ceased praying for you and asking that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God. May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross.
    Myrlene has been teaching us what it means to be part of the kingdom of God. The concept of the kingdom of God is a crucial part of what it means to be a Christian. The expression “kingdom of God” is used 68 times in the New Testament. Matthew uses the term “kingdom of heaven” another 31 times. The two terms are synonymous, so “kingdom of heaven” isn’t referring to the place heaven; it’s referring to God’s reign. Matthew most likely referred to it that way because Jewish people avoided directly speaking God’s name. 
      Most Americans don’t know much about kingdoms because our government isn’t a monarchy. The word monarch comes from two Greek words, one meaning "one/singular," and the other meaning "leader/ruler/chief.” The word monarch referred to a single absolute ruler. In modern use the word monarchy generally is used when referring to a traditional system of hereditary rule, like Queen Elizabeth of England. 
   When we refer to Christ the King we are saying that he is the absolute leader of the Kingdom of God. He is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. Christ the King is the one to whom we bow. He is our one absolute leader and we owe all our love and obedience to him. 
    When you look around the world today it’s hard to see the difference the Kingship of Christ makes. After all, there’s still so much pain and evil in the world. Because of that, some people think that Jesus’ kingship is completely for the future. But Jesus said the kingdom of God is in our midst; it’s among us, or within us. I think it’s important to realize that Christ’s kingship is both present and future. It’s already here, but it’s yet to come in its fullness. That will happen at the second coming of Jesus, when he returns to earth. 
     We, the followers of Christ, are meant to share the good news of Christ’s kingship and the kingdom of God with the world around us. We are called to help others become aware of God’s kingdom and Christ the King, because it truly is GOOD NEWS. Jesus the King didn’t become King by enforcing his rule over us. He became king because he loved us enough to give his life for us. 
     Have you experienced the difference the kingship of Jesus makes in your life? Do you understand what you are asking when you pray as Jesus taught us “thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven”? 
    When you pray that prayer you are asking that Christ be acknowledged as king. You are asking to be under God’s rule and you are asking that God’s rule will spread through all the earth. And that will only happen if God’s people live lives that reflect the light and love of Jesus the king to those around them. 
     In order to share the kingship of Jesus we must know personally who he is. The passage of scripture for today from Colossians tells us exactly who Jesus is! He is the image of the invisible God. When we look at Jesus we see God in flesh. The writer of Hebrews tells us that Jesus is the reflection of God’s glory. He’s the exact imprint of God’s very being.  I love that! 
      Jesus is the one for whom and through whom all things were made. The apostle John tells us this too. John 1 says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life,* and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.”
     God sent his only Son to earth to rescue us from the powers of darkness. We have been transferred into the kingdom of God’s beloved Son- the kingdom of love and light.  We have been set free from the consequences of sin and death through the cross of Jesus Christ.
     Danish theologian Soren Kierkegaard lived in Holland in the 1840s. He told a parable that went something like this: one day a wise and wealthy king stepped out on the castle porch looking over his vast estate and saw a maiden in the valley below and instantly fell in love with her. “If I go to her as king and propose to her she will think she has to marry me,” he thought, “because she will not be able to refuse her king. But if I bring her to my castle and propose marriage, she may be overwhelmed by my wealth and the beauty of the royal court and say yes not for me so much as for my castle.“ So the king decided he would win the love of the maiden by going into the village as a peasant and befriending her on her own terms. But when the villagers discovered that a common stranger had proposed marriage to one of the village daughters and violated the customs of family-arranged courtship they were incensed and stoned him to death. They only realized when the king’s servants came looking for him to take their master and his bride back to the castle that they had killed their king.
     And that’s the story of Jesus. Jesus is the king, the one with all the power and authority, who comes among us as one of us and befriends us. Like the king in Kierkegaard’s parable, Jesus rejects the royal power and authority that are rightly his to show us in his love and to bring us salvation. God gave his only son to a broken people and a broken world. Jesus, who was in the beginning with God and was God, emptied himself and took the form of a slave, humbled himself and became obedient to death on the cross. Because of this, God exalted him and gave him the name above every name so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord and King. Through the sacrificial love of Jesus we have been rescued and transformed. We have been brought into the kingdom of God’s beloved Son, Jesus.
      That’s all well and good, but what exactly does that mean for us? It means that because Bob and I have given our lives to Jesus, I know that Bob is going to heaven where he will be made whole. Alzheimer’s will have no power to hurt my Bob anymore. Because Jesus died on the cross and rose again, destroying death, my Bob will live forever and so will we. Because we have given our lives to Jesus we have been forever changed. Sickness or death or any other trouble or trial can NOT separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. I will never be the same person I once was. He has changed me. I am his. 
      Jesus comes to rule in the hearts and lives of believers- that’s us. Because of Jesus, we are never alone. Jesus is the one who will never leave us or forsake us; he walks with us, and though he tells us that in this world we will have trials and tribulations, he promises that they will not destroy us. He promises us that he is in charge of all things and that even the most difficult and painful events of our lives are in his hands. The hairs of our head are numbered. He loves us with an everlasting love. 
    Notice that our scripture begins with a prayer from the apostle Paul. He prays that we will live lives worthy of the Lord, bearing good fruit. He prays that we will be ready to endure the difficulties of life with patience. He prays that we might be filled with the knowledge of God’s will and that we might have the courage and strength to follow in God’s will. 
       God has a plan for the universe and for our lives.  The most important prayer we can pray is that we will come to understand what God’s will is for each of our lives and that God will give us the power and strength to live as he asks. That will always mean bowing to the kingship of Jesus. It will mean going where Jesus leads. It will mean, in every aspect of our lives, obeying and trusting him as Lord.
     If we are open to Jesus, he will speak to our hearts, bringing conviction and confession of sins. If we give our lives to Jesus, the Holy Spirit will take root and transform us—we will become more and more like Jesus himself.               When we as believers declare Jesus the Lord of our lives, we are declaring that he is our king. The purpose of our lives is to please our king-- with our time, our talents, our treasures, our attitudes and our actions.
    According to tradition, in 1743, at the premiere performance in London of Handel’s Messiah, King George II rose to his feet during the performance of the majestic “Hallelujah” chorus. To this day it is customary for audiences to stand during this chorus, even though it is not the last movement. Do you know why? Because even King George, king of England, knew that there was a higher authority than his and he stood to give honor to his king, the King of Kings.
     There are lots of things that tempt us to make them our top priority in life—making money, buying more toys, becoming more powerful. For some it may be sex or alcohol or drugs. But there is only one thing that will rescue you and me from the darkness of fear and self-centered living and bring us into a world of light and hope and justice- and that is putting Jesus at the very center of our living and at the head of our church.
      On Christ the King Sunday, we are called, not simply to acknowledge that Christ is King of kings and Lord of lords, but to commit our hearts and lives to him so that we can say, “He is my King and my Lord- your king and your Lord—our King and our Lord.” He is not simply the Lord of the universe, the land and the sea…but He is also Lord of my life. Only he is worthy of our praise. 
