Breath of God
John 20:19-22


There’s an old legend about a conversation that might have taken place between Jesus and some of the angels after he had ascended into heaven. The angels welcomed Jesus back into heaven and were talking with him about things that had happened when he was on earth with his disciples and then they were talking with him about the Great Commission that he had given to them—to make disciples of all nations; to teach and baptize and to witness. And as they talked it became clear that the angels were skeptical about those disciples. They were flaky and undependable. They were always seeming to bumble along without having a clear sense of what they were doing or what Jesus was doing. They fought amongst themselves. When the chips were down, they bolted.  “What if these people fail in their mission?” the angels asked Jesus. “What if they crash and burn? What’s your Plan B?” 


And Jesus said, “I have no other plan. This is the mission and these are the people.”


Well, the conversation is just a legend. But there’s truth in it. Those fallible disciples of Jesus, who were no more faithful or dependable or educated or spiritual than anyone in this room, were entrusted with the huge task of taking the Gospel to the world. With no backup plan. 


And it’s interesting, this choice that God made, to use ordinary human beings as the carriers of this world-changing message.  God, who created the world and everything in it, God who raised Jesus from the dead, has no need of human help. Yet God chooses human beings to be the ones sent forth with this message. 

What was he thinking? I’m on the angels’ side. There should be a backup plan. This task is impossible for human beings to do. They will bungle it. They will get it wrong. 


And it would be impossible—it is impossible—without God’s direct involvement.  If you think for a moment that you can do God’s work without God’s power and without God’s guidance, you’re on the wrong road altogether. This is God’s work. And only God can do God’s work. 

And that’s what Pentecost is all about. 

On Pentecost morning, when the believers were gathered together, in prayerful waiting, there came the sound of a mighty wind – and everyone in that room was filled with the Holy Spirit. And those who were filled with the Holy Spirit went out with power, witnessing to the truth of the Gospel and living lives of faith and integrity.  The church was born. 

When you think about this story keep in mind that in the Bible (both Hebrew and Greek) the word for Spirit also means wind and breath. The Holy Spirit is God’s wind, God’s breath. The same wind that hovered over the waters in the creation of the world. The same breath that God breathed into the nostrils of the first human. The same wind that blew a path through the Red Sea to enable the children of God to walk on dry land to the other side. The same breath that gave life to the dry bones in Ezekiel’s vision. The same Spirit that spoke through the prophets and gave birth to God’s son. God’s breath, God’s wind, God’s Spirit.

So Pentecost was not the first time that the Holy Spirit had been involved in the lives of God’s people, but this became a brand new way for God to relate to believers. 


The Holy Spirit who had been in the world from the beginning and who had been with the disciples, has now been breathed into them – in a rather dramatic way! But the point to be made is not the drama—the point is that this is how it is with the people of God from now on. God, who created the world and all that is in it, God who came to the world as a tiny babe and then gave his life for the world, now has come even one step closer, to dwell within each believer.  Ever since the day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit—comforter, advocate, helper, guide, teacher, strength—is given as a gift to each one who believes. 


That means you and me. 


We may not have had flames or a wind today, but the same Spirit is here nonetheless. 


Here in this room. Here in you. And here in me. 


You just have to inhale. Receive the Holy Spirit, and the Spirit’s gifts. This is not about having a “spiritual experience.” This is simply about living the Christian life as it was meant to be lived. Allow the same transformation to occur in you, that happened in the disciples. BE the church of Jesus Christ in this place and out in the world.

(Now I’m going to read the Bible passage. This comes from very near the end of the Gospel of John. It takes place on the day of the resurrection, late in the day when Jesus appears to the disciples.)


I encourage you to take this message very personally today. Envision Jesus with us in this place, because truly, he is here. Listen to what he says to you:

 “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 


Feel the breath of Jesus on your face. 

“Receive the Holy Spirit.”   
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