Pre:

The church year is divided up into several seasons: It begins with Advent in the fall, followed by Epiphany, then Lent, Holy Week, and Easter. Then Pentecost blows in, sometime in May. Through summer and into fall we have a season called the Pentecost season, or simply  “ordinary time.” The overall purpose of these seasons is to give us a sense of what the Bible is all about, and how God has interacted with the creation, and specifically how God relates to us, God’s children. Through these seasons we see God at work in different ways, creating, redeeming and sustaining creation. And God is revealed in three persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Trinity. 

You will not find the word “Trinity” in the Bible. Yet if you read the Bible carefully, you will find the Trinity at work. I believe that the Trinity has always been active in the world, but as the Bible progresses with its story, we see the three persons being shown more clearly as it goes along. God the Father is the first person, Jesus the Son is the second person, and the Holy Spirit is the third person. And that’s why Trinity Sunday comes up right after Pentecost. 

The Trinity is an important theological concept for Christians to accept. Notice that I didn’t say that it’s important to “understand.” Because the Trinity is one of those mysteries that is not quite explainable. One God in three distinct persons. Doing unique activities, yet completely united as one Being. 

So, while I will attempt some explaining, mostly I want to show you the Trinity at work in a very familiar passage from Romans. In the chapters prior to this Paul has described how people need salvation, and how God has made salvation available to all people. Now he begins to explain some of the perks of being a Christian. 

A Word You Won’t Find in the Bible

Romans 5:1-5

An eleven year old girl was visiting with family friends, and they took her to church for the first time. When the family got home, they asked the girl what she thought of the service. And she said, “I don’t understand why the West Coast isn’t included too.” Her friends were puzzled by that comment, so they asked her to explain. And she said, “You know, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the whole East Coast.” 

The Trinity is a tough concept to grasp, and certainly not one that can be empirically proved. You can’t put God under a microscope. But you can open your heart to understand and accept the truth as God leads you. 

There are lots of analogies that people have used to try to explain the Trinity. None of them are adequate to describe a God who is beyond description, but perhaps they can help a little bit.

One simple explanation is the triangle. Three individual sides, yet it’s just one triangle. Without one of the sides, it’s no longer a triangle. The unity of the whole depends on there being the three sides. 

The compound H2O is another analogy. It can be either a solid, a liquid or a gas. Water is a liquid at room temperature, it is a gas when it boils, and it is a solid when it freezes. 

Or you might consider any given person in this room. You might be a wife, a mother and a daughter. Three different roles, yet one person. 

Someone even tried to compare the triune God to our US government. Three branches (executive, legislative and judicial) yet one government. But I think that the three persons of the Trinity get along better than that! 

CS Lewis talks about God as three dimensions. With one dimension, you can draw a straight line, with two dimensions you can draw a figure, such as a square. With the third dimension, you can build a solid body, such as a cube. Over time, and through a process of revelation, God has shown us all three dimensions, and how those dimensions work together. 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  One God. Powerful and loving God.  

It’s a tough doctrine to understand. And if you think of this purely as an academic exercise, it’s pretty dry. Yet here in Romans 5, God in three persons is at work in the life of the believer.  And that’s powerful stuff.

But you have to pay attention to what’s going here.  

Jedediah Buxton was a peasant who lived in 18th century England. He was known for his incredible mathematical abilities. His brain worked like a calculator, and he was famous for being able to multiply by 9 figures. One time Jedediah was taken to the theater to see a famous actor. When he had returned home, someone asked him what he thought of the great actor and his work. “Oh,” he said, he did not know; he had only seen a little man strut about the stage and repeat 7,956 words! 

What you experience often depends upon your perspective.  
So, when you read the Bible, what are you looking for? Hope, encouragement, comfort? Look no further. This passage holds great promise for anyone who struggles or suffers or wonders. 

The part of this passage that people are often drawn to is this: Suffering produces endurance, endurance produces character, and character produces the kind of hope that will never let us down. 
So, if you are looking for hope and encouragement and comfort, this passage can help you to find it. 

But if that’s all you’re looking for, you may also experience discouragement.  How can suffering produce endurance and character and hope? It doesn’t seem to follow.  

The point is that this process of suffering leading to hope doesn’t happen in a vacuum. There is a source. We need to discover what is the backbone of this passage. That is what provides the real power.  

The backbone of course is God. Look at how many times God shows up in these few verses. The name “God” appears three times: peace with God, the glory of God, and God’s love. Then we also see “our Lord Jesus Christ,” through whom we have obtained access into this grace in which we stand. And of course, the “Holy Spirit” who pours God’s love into our hearts. God is behind all this. God in three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Paul has neatly tied together a package for us, showing how the three persons of the Trinity work together, and how this works for our good. 
The ability to move through suffering all the way to hope, comes from God. So the question really becomes, how to connect with this process, which comes from God. The entry point to this process isn’t suffering. It’s something that Paul calls justification.  Justification means a right relationship. We have been put in a right relationship with God by faith, Paul says.  

So, you can find the hope you are looking for in this passage, but you can’t find it unless you also find something else. You need to find a right relationship with God.  And how do you do that? Well, Paul says it’s by faith. Which means you don’t deserve it and you can’t earn it. All you can do is accept it as a gift. But you have to accept it. And when you do accept this gift, you move into a life in which hope is possible, no matter what cards you are dealt. It is within this life, this relationship, that you can begin to experience the healing and hopeful process that  Paul describes so beautifully in this passage.  

  There are a couple of wonderful word pictures in this passage.  In verse 2 Paul says that through Jesus we have obtained access to the grace in which we stand. That word access has two meanings, both of which are quite descriptive. One use of the word is when someone is ushered in to see the King or the Queen. You’ve been ushered in to God’s presence by Jesus. The other meaning of the word is for the place where ships come in to a safe harbor.  You have found a safe harbor in God, through Jesus.  God has put you there, and no one can take you from that safe place. At the end of the passage we see God pouring love into our hearts. The Holy Spirit is the pitcher. 
So, in our search for hope, we’ve come back to the Trinity. The God who created the universe, the Son who died for you on the cross, the Spirit who lives in you and who guides you day by day. This triune God is the backbone of the promise in this passage.  This is the God who enables you to endure suffering in a way that gives birth to strength of character and a living hope. 
In the very early days of the automobile, a man’s Model-T Ford stalled in the middle of the road. He couldn’t get it started no matter how hard he cranked nor how much he adjusted things under the hood. But then a chauffeured limousine pulled up behind him, and a wiry, energetic man stepped out from the back seat and offered his assistance. After tinkering for a few moments the stranger said, “Now try it!” Immediately the engine leaped to life. The well-dressed man then introduced himself as Henry Ford. “I designed and built these cars,” he said, “so I know what to do when something goes wrong.” 

So when you come to the Bible, looking for help, know this: God, who is our creator, is also our redeemer and our sustainer. God can fix what’s broken. 
And when you come to the Bible, looking for help, know that the God who created you is already there, waiting for you to come. Jesus is ready to bring you into safe harbor, and the Holy Spirit is ready to pour God’s love into your heart.  God in three persons will lead you through every trouble, and every kind of suffering. God will bring you the hope that will not disappoint you. 

Just come, just say yes to this life.  
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