A New Address

Colossians 1:12-14


On the church calendar, this coming Wednesday is the day of Epiphany. 


Have you had an epiphany lately?  There are two kinds of epiphany. Epiphany with a “small e” is an aha! experience.  It’s when the pieces of the puzzle fall together, and it finally makes sense.  It doesn’t always happen quickly.  Here’s an example: there was a country pastor who was walking down a dirt road when he came to a young farmer who was struggling to load hay back onto a cart after the hay had fallen off.  The parson approached and said, “You look hot, my son.  Why don’t you rest a moment, and I’ll give you a hand.”  


“No, thank you, pastor,” said the young man.  “My father wouldn’t like it much.”  


“But son,” the parson insisted.  “Everyone is entitled to a break.  Come over here and have a drink of water.”  Again the young man protested that his father would be upset if he stopped for even a moment.  This caused the parson great indignation, and the parson admonished the young man:  “You are making your father out to be a cruel and unreasonable slave driver.  Tell me where your father is, and I will have words with him!”  


“Well, pastor,” answered the young man.  “My father is under this load of hay.”  (story file, 17.7.1)


Aha!  The pastor suddenly had an epiphany.  I get it.  That’s “little e” epiphany.  There is also “big E” epiphany that we experience when we begin to understand how the pieces of our life fall together in terms of God’s big picture for the world.  When we begin to understand the significance of that birth in Bethlehem.  That life, those teachings, the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It’s a big E Epiphany when we realize that this event is for us and it challenges us to make a choice.  


In the story about the wise men, we see the big E Epiphany at work.  The wise men have an epiphany.  So does Herod.  They receive the same information.  The difference is in what they do with the information.  The wise men interpret the information as good news.  A king has been born!  God has done something remarkable, and we can be a part of that.  We want to be a part of that.  Their response is to embrace the event and to worship Christ.  Herod, on the other hand, sees the event as a threat.  If a king has been born, this is a direct threat to his power.  His decision is to do everything he can to eliminate every possibility of that child growing up to challenge him.   


This is how it works for all of us. When we have that “big E” epiphany, when we understand what God has done in Jesus, we have the same two choices, either to embrace what God has done, and become a part of it, or to reject it and work against it.


In the passage from Colossians, Paul tells us what happens to those who decide to embrace the Epiphany:  (Read it, especially take note of the bold part).  


He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son.  


In the very beginning of the Chronicles of Narnia, CS Lewis describes what has happened to the Land of Narnia:  It is under the spell of a witch who calls herself the Queen of Narnia, though she has no real authority at all.  But “she can turn people into stone and do all kinds of horrible things.  And she has made a magic so that it is always winter in Narnia—always winter, but it never gets to Christmas.”  (The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, p. 33)  Can you relate to that feeling?  That’s what our world was like before Christ came, and it is what our lives are like without Christ.  We are in bondage to what Paul calls the power of darkness.  Satan is sometimes called the “ruler of this world”—but like the White Witch in the Chronicles of Narnia, Satan doesn’t have any real authority.  But because God has given us the freedom to choose what we will do, that means that Satan can use deception and confusion to lead us astray.   And that’s what has happened world-wide.  We end up in a tangled web of misguided choices and the ominous feeling that we are stuck there.  Always winter; never Christmas.


But when Jesus entered the world, that was a signal from God that the power of darkness was broken.  And we were free to go.  


Paul’s language is powerful.  God has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son.   He has lifted us out of the ghetto of sin and given us a new home, a new upscale address.  


What Paul is talking about here is a paradigm shift of biblical proportions.  A paradigm is a way of looking at the world.  It’s a structure or a lens through which we filter the information that comes to us.  We have to use paradigms or everything would be in a muddle.  Nothing would make sense.  There are times, though, when a piece of information comes to us that doesn’t fit the old set of understandings.  And if the new piece of information is true, that blows apart the old paradigm.  My favorite example is one you’ve heard me talk about many times: when Copernicus dared to say that the world was not the center of the universe.  When that information proved to be true, a new paradigm had to be constructed around the new information.  

William Barclay lists four paradigm shifts that take place for those of us who are in Christ:

*we move from darkness to light

*from bondage to freedom

*from condemnation to forgiveness

*from the power of Satan to the power of God

It’s the world of light, freedom, forgiveness, and the power of God that Christians now live in.   That’s what happens when we embrace God’s Epiphany.  That doesn’t mean that bad things won’t happen any more, or that we suddenly become perfect in our behavior.  It means that the power of darkness is broken, and we can live again, hope again, breathe again.  It means that we can grow and change and get healthy.  

Those who believe in Jesus Christ are living in a brand new world.  Everything is different because of what God has done.  Of course, it’s not really the world that is different.  We are the ones who are different.  We are looking at the world through new lenses.   I like how author Tom Sine describes his conversion.  I had no sooner gotten up off my knees than I sensed everything had changed. . .everything was new.  I went outside, and to my amazement even nature had changed.  I had always “known” that the natural world was beautiful, but this was the first time I had really experienced it.  .  .  . I felt reconciled not only to [God] but also to his good world.
Your personal experience may be either more or less dramatic than his was, but the essence is the same.  It’s a new world, and you’re in it.  You see things differently and you make different decisions, based on where you now live, which is in God’s house.   

He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son.   It’s a brand new world.  Yet, geographically, we haven’t moved an inch.  


A few years ago, when we were clearing the land and building a road and a parking lot and a building here on this property, the address of this place was 610 Hopedale Drive. But the township gave us permission to rename the road. And we named it Morning Star Way. It’s the same geographical location, but a different address. And what a difference God has made at this new address.  


Let me put it in corporate terms.  You know that you work in corporate America today if:  


You’ve sat at the same desk for four years and worked for three different companies.


Your company welcome sign is attached with Velcro.


The company logo on your badge is drawn on a post-it note.


Your resume is on a flash drive in your pocket.  


Becoming a Christian is kind of like a corporate take over.  You’re at the same desk, but it’s a brand new organization.  It’s not a hostile takeover.  And it isn’t without your consent.  But it is a brand new world.

He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son.   


I hope that this is encouraging to you as you look at your own life and how God is transforming you.  But if you feel like you’re still on the outside looking in, then I want to challenge you with this final story.   

There was a fourth grade class that was studying the solar system and each child was encouraged to choose a planet to study.  One child took Venus, another took Mars, but young Walter decided to study Earth.  His reason seemed logical.  He said, “It’s the only planet I have visited.” (parables 21.11.7)  Maybe you have a hard time believing that there is this other world that Paul is talking about.  Maybe you think this is all there is.  Just dirt and air and water (and heaps of snow!).  And that seems logical, if that’s all you’ve ever known.  If that’s the case, I want to encourage you to open your eyes and ears to some new possibilities.  In particular the possibility that this story is true and that it truly is for you.  Ask God to give you your own Epiphany.  Ask God to rescue you from your own particular darkness and transfer you into the kingdom of Christ.  
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